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CONSIDER. AN HUMAN SOUL WITHOUT ED Us» 
CATION, LIKE MARBLE IN THE QUARRY, 
WHICH SHEWS Nong OF ITS INHERENT” 
BEAUTIESTILL THE SKILL OF THE POLISHER. 
FETCHES OUT THE COLOURS, MAKES THE 
SURFACE SHINE, AND DISQCOVERS EVERY 
ORNAMENTAL CLOUD, SPOT.AND VEIN THAT: 
RUNS THRO' THE BODY OF r, EDUCATION, oy 
AFTER THE SAME MANNER, WHEN LIT WORKS 
UPON A NOBLE MIND, DRAWS OUT TO-View- 4 
BVERY LATENT VIRTUE AND PERFECTION, 
WHICH WITHOUT SUCH HELPS ARE NEVER 
ABLE TO MAKE THEIR APPEARANCE, 
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To 


NMA DAM, 


A 2 


Believe, you are perſuaded 
I that I never entertained a 
thought of appearing in public, 
when the deſire of being uſeful 
to one dear child, in whom 1 
take the tendereſt intereſt, in- 
duced me to write the following 
Letters: perhaps it was the 
partiality of friendſhip, which 
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ſo far biaſſed your judgment, as 


to make you think them capable 


of being more extenſively uſeful, 


and rarely . to, recommend the 


publication of them. — — Though 
this partiality could alone prevent 


your judgment from being conſi- 


dered as deciſi ve in favour of the 
wotk it is more flattering to the 


writer than any literary fame; 


if, however, you will allow me 
to add, that ſome ſtrokes 6 


your ele gant pen have ne 


theſe Letters, I may hope, they 


will be received with ann 
i Hong 10 F 
8 N 
XL 


DEDICATION. y 


which will enſure a candid. judge- 


ment from the reader, and perhaps | 
will enable them to make ſome uſe- 
ful impreſſions on thoſe, to whom | 


they are now particularly offered. 

They only, who know how 
your hours are employed; and of 
what important' value they are to- 
the good and Happineſs of indivi- 
duals, as well as to the delight and 
improvement of the publie, can 
juſtly eſtimate my obligation to you 
for the time and conſideration you 


have beſtowed on this little work 


As you have drawn it forth, I may 


claim 


i DEDICATION: 
claim a ſort of right to the orna- 
ment and protection of your name, 

and to the privilege of publicly pro- 

ſeſſing myſelt, with the higheſt 


MA DAu, ins ven 
Tour much obliged friend, 
mund moſt bedient 
buuable ſervants. 
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MY DEAREST NIECE, 


HOUGH- you are ſo happy as to 
| have parents, who are both ca- 
pable and defirous of giving you all 
proper inſtruction, yet I, who love you 
fo tenderly, cannot help fondly wiſhing to 
contribute ſomething, if poſſible, to your 
improvement and welfare ;—And, as I 
am ſo far ſeparated from you, that it is 
only by pen and ink I can offer you my 
ſentiments, I'will hope that your attention 
may be engaged, by ſeeing on paper, 
from the hand of one of your warmeſt 
friends, Truths of the higheſt importance, 


| which, though. you may not-find new, 


can never be too deeply engraven on 
your mind. Some of them perhaps, may 
make no great impreſſion at preſent, 
= yet may ſo far gain a place in your 

: A me- 


2 On ibe Firſt Principles of Religion 


memory, as readily to return to your 
thoughts when occaſion recalls them.— 
And, if you pay me the compliment of 
. preſerving my letters, you may | poſſibly 
re-peruſe them at ſome future period, 
when concurring circumſtances may give 
them additional weight ;—and thus they 
may prove more effectual than the ſame 
things ſpoken in converſation. — But, 
bowever this may prove, I cannot reſiſt 
the deſire of trying to be in ſome de- 
gree uſeful to you, on your ſetting out 
in a life of trial and difficulty; your 
ſucceſs. in Rely, muſt. A e yous 
fate for ever. 

Flitherto you have I 3 a ebild, 
40 and underſtood as a child; but it is 
Iime to put away childiſh things.” — 
You are now in your fifteenth year, and 
muſt ſoon. a&t for yourſelf; therefore it 
is high time to ſtore your mind with thoſe 
principles, which muſt, direct your con- 
duct, and fix your (character. — If you 
defire to live in peace and honour, in 


favour with God and man, and to die | 


in the Slorigus hope . of riſing from the 


grave 
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the Firſt. Principles ef Religion. 3 
grave to a life of endleſs happinels—if 
the ſe things appear wotthy\of your ambi- 
tion, o muſt ſet out in earneſt in the 
purfunt of them, —Virtue and happineſs 
ate nat attained by. chance, nor by a 
cold and languid approbation they muſt 
be ſought with ardour, attended to with 
diligence, and every aſſiſtance muſt be 
engerly embraced, that may enable you 
to obtain them. Conſider, that good and 
evil are now before you that, if you do 
not heattily chooſe and love the one, you 
muſt undoubtedly be the wretched victim 
of the other, —Your-ttjal is now begun 
you muſt-ejther become one of the glo- 
rious chiluren of God, who art to rejoice 
in his love for ever, or a child of deſlruction 
miſerable in this life, and puniſhed with 
eternal death hereafter.Surely, you will 
be impreſſed by ſo awful a fituation!, you 
| willlearneftly pray to be directed into that 
toad of Hfe, which leads to excellence and 
happineſs . and, you will be thank ful to 
_ kind hand that ĩs held mY to ſet 
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4 On'the Fig Principles of Religion. 
4 T hefirſt ſtep muſt be to awaken your a 
mind to a ſenſe of the importance! of the f 
taſk before you which is no leſs than to 
8 your frail nature to that degree f il t 
E 
if 


Chriſtian perfection, which is to qualify 
it for immortality, and, without which, 
it is neceſſarily incapable of happineſs; 
fr, It is a truth never to be forgotten, 
that God has annexed happineſs to virtue, 
dd miſery to ice, by the, unchagge- 
able nature of things; and that, a wick- 
ed being (while he continues ſuch) is in 
a natural incapacity of enjoying happi- 
neſs; even with "the: concurrence of all 
thoſe out Ard cireumſtances which in a 
virtuous mind would produce it. 
As there are degrees of virtue and 
vice, ſo are there of reward and puniſh- 
ment: bothi here and hereafter: But, de 
bot, eee fx 
ing the dreadful doom of the wicked 
let your: deſires take a nobler flight; and 
afpire aftet thoſe tranſcendent honours, 
and that brighter crown of glory, which 
await thoſe ho have excelled in virtue 
Land, let the animating thought, that 

| every 


s 


Ou the Firft Principles f Religion. 5 
every ſecret effort to gain his favour is 
noted by your all-ſeeing Judge, and that 
he will, with infinite goodneſs, propor- 
tion your reward to your labours, excite 
every faculty of your foul to pleaſe and 
ſerve him. To this end, you mult in- 
form your underſtanding what you ought 
to believe, and to do—You muſt correct 
and purify your heart; cheriſh, and im- 
prove all its good affections; and con- 
tinually mortify and ſubdue thoſe that 
are evil. Lou muſt form and govern your 
temper and manners, according to the laws 
of benevolence and Juſtice and quali- 
y yourſelf, by all means in your power, 
for an u/eful and agreeable member of ſo- 
ciety.— All this you ſee is no light buſi- 
neſs, nor can it be performed without 
Ja ſincere and earneſt application of the 
mind, as to its great and conſtant qbject. 
— When once you conſider life, and the 
duties of life, in this manner, you will. 
liſten eagerly to the voice. of inſtruction, 
and admonition; and ſeize every oppor- 
tunity of improvement; every uſeful hint. 
will ads Ru up in your heart, and your 

IG; A. 3 chief 


6 On ile Finf Pri oh of R li I, 
chief delight” will be in thoſe IP TER 
and thoſe. books, from which n can 
learn true wiſdom, | * 

The only ſure en of 3 
virtue is religion, and the foundation 
and firſt principle of religion is the be- 
Hef of the one only God, and a juſt 
fenſe of his attributes. — This you will 
think you have learn'd long ſince, and 
poſleſs in common with almoſt every: | 
human creature in this enlightened age | 
and nation; but, believe me, it is leſa 
common than you imagine, to believe in 
the true God — that is, to form fuch a 
notion of the Deity as is agreeable to 

trutk, and eonfiſtent with thoſe infinite 
perfections, which all profeſs to aſeribe 


to him. To form worthy notions of the 


fupreme Being, as far as we are capable, 
i tial to true religion and morality; 
for as it is our duty to imitate thoſe | 
qualities of the Divinty, which are imi- 
table by us, fo it is neceſſary we fhould 
know-what' they are, and fatal to miſ- 
take them.—Can thoſe who think of God 
| yl lervile dread 1 terror, as of a2 
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On the" Fin Principles of Religion. 7 
gloomy tyrant, armed with almighty 
power to torment and deſtroy them, be 
ſaid to believe in the true God in that 
God who, the Scriptures ſay, is love? 
The kindeſt and beſt of Beings, who. 


made all creatures in bountiful goodneſs, 
that he might communicate to them ſome 


portion of his own unalterable happineſs ! 
ho condeſcends to ſtile himſelf our 
Father—and, who pitieth us, as a father 
pitieth his own children! Can thoſe who 
expect to pleaſe God by cruelty to them - 
ſelves, or to their fellow-creatures— by 
barrid punifhments. of their own bodies 
for the ſin of their fouls — or, by more 
horrid perſecution of others for difference 
of opinion, be called true believers ? Have 

they not ſet up another God in their 
own minds, who rather reſembles the 
worſt of beings than the beſt ?=Nor do 
thoſe act on ſurer principles who think to 
gain the favour of God by ſenſeleſs en- 
thuſiaſm and frantic raptures, more like 


the wild exceſſes of the moſt depraved 
human love, than that reaſonable adora- 


tion, that holy reverential love, which is 
| A 4 due 


8 On the Firſt Principles of Religion: 


due to the pure and holy Father of the 
univerſe. Thoſe likewiſe, who murmur 


ga gainſt his providence and repine under 
the reſtraint of his commands, cannot 
firmly believe him infinitely wiſe and 
good. If we are not diſpoſed to truſt him 
for future events, to baniſh fruitleſs anxi- 
ety, and to believe that all things work 
together for good to thoſe that love him, 
 furely we do not really believe in the 

God of mercy and truth.—If we wiſh to 

avoid all remembrance of him, all com- 
munion with him, as much as we dare, 
ſurely we do not believe him to be the 
ſource of joy and _—_, ol diſpenſer 
», of all good. 


- How lamentable is it, that 10 few hearts 


ſhould feel the pleaſures of real piety |— 
that prayer and thankſgiving ſhovld- be 
performed, as they too often are, not 
with joy, and love, and gratitude; but, 
with cold indifference, melancholy dejec- 
tion, or ſecret horror it is true, we are 
all ſuch frail and ſinful creatures, that 
we juſtly fear to have offended our graci- 


ous Father; but, let us remember the 
| con- 
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condition of his forgiveneſs; If you have 
Wſfaned—* ſin no more.” He is ready to. 
receive you whenever you ſincerely turn 
to him — and, he is ready to aſſiſt you, 
when you do but deſire to obey him — 
Let your devotion then be the language 
of filial love and gratitude—confide to 
this kindeſt of Fathers every want, and. 
every wiſh of your heart; — but ſubmit 
them all to his will, and freely offer him 
the diſpoſal of yourſelf, and of all your 
affairs Thank him for his benefits, and 
even for his puniſhments ;-— convinced 
that theſe alſo are benefits, and mercifully 
deſigned. for your good. —Implore his di. 
rection in all difficulties ;. his aſſiſtance i In | 
all trials, his comfort, apd ſupport: in 
ſickneſsor affliction ; his reſtraining grace 
in the time of proſperity and joy. Do 
not perſiſt in deſiring what his Providence 
denies you; but be aſſured it is not good 
for you. Refuſe not any thing, he allots 
you; but-embrace it as the beſt and pro- 
pereſt for you. Can you do leſs to your 
ahi, Father, than what D 128 
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to aſk/petmiſfion of your father, to do, 
or to have any thing you deſire, and he 
ſhould refuſe it to you, would you obſti- 
nately petſiſt in ſetting your heart upon 
i, notwithſtanding his prohibition? would 
you not rather ſay, My father is wiſer 
than Tam; he loves me, and would not 
deny my requeſt, if it was fit to be grant- 
ed.—I wilt therefore baniſhthe thought, 


and chear fully acquieſce in his wilt :— | 


How much rather ſhould this be ſaid of 
our heaventy Father, whoſe wiſdom can- 
not be miſtaken, and whoſe bountifuł 

' Kindneſs is infinite — Love him therefore 
nn the ſame manner you love your earthly 
parents, but in a much higher degree — 
in the higheſt your nature is capable of, * 
Forget not to dedicate yourſelf to his 
ſervice every day to implore his for. 
giveneſs of your faults, and his protection 
from evil, every night : and "this not 
merely in formal words, mmaccortifaniet 
by: any'adt of the mind; but . if (pirit 
© and in truth; in grateful love, and 
kumdle adoration. Nor let theſe Rated 


— of worſhip be K comimu- 


nication. 
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On the Firſt Principles of Religion. 1 1 


o, nication with him—accuſtorn yourfelf to 
he BY think often of bim, in all your waking 
i- hours; — to contemplate his wiſdom and 
on 


power, in the works of his hands; ta 
acknowledge his goodneſs in every ob- 
ject of uſe or of pleaſure ;—to delight in 
giving him praiſe in your inmoſt heart, 
m the midft of every innocent gratifica- 
tion, — in the livelieſt hour of ſocial en- 
WW joyment.—You cannot conceiye, if you 
W have not experienced, how much fuch 
ſilent acts of gratitude and love will en- 
hance every pleaſure; nor what ſweet. 
ſerenity and chearfulneſs ſuch reflections 
will diffale over your mind. — On the 
other hand, when you are ſuffering pain 
or ſorrow, when you are confined to an 
unpleaſant ſituation, or engaged in a 
painful duty, how will it ſupport and ani- 
mate you, to refer yourſelf to your al- 
mighty Father! — to be aſſured that he 4 
knows your ſtate and your intentions; E 
that no effort of virtue is loſt in his ſight, 5 
nor the leaſt of your actions or ſuffer 
ings, diſregarded or forgotten! that big 
band is ever over you, to ward off every 
real 
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real evil, which is not the effect of your 
own ill conduct, and to relieve every 
ſuffering that is not uſeful to your fu- 
ture well-being! 

"You fee, my dear, that true Soroden 
is not a melancholy ſentiment that depreſ- 
ſes the ſpirits, and excludes the ideas of 
pleaſure, which youth is ſo fond of: on 
the contrary, there is nothing ſo friendly 
to joy, ſo productive of true pleaſure, fo. 
peculiarly ſuited to the warmth and in- 
nocency of a youthful heart. Do not 
therefore think it too ſoon to turn your 
mind to Gop; but offer him the firſt- fruits 


of your underſtanding and affections: and, 


be aſſured, that the more you increaſe in 
love to him, and delight in his laws, tho 
more you wilt encreafe in happineſs, a 
excellence, and honour : — that, in pro- 


portion as you. improve in true piety, you | 


wilt become dear and amiable to your 
fellow creatures; contented and peaceful 
in yourſelf; and qualified to enjoy the 
beſt bleſſings of this life, as well as to en · 


herit the glorious promiſe of immortality. 
Thus 


be — h_ - ld oY A. — PRIy las” 1 
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On the Firfl Principles of Religion. 13 
Thus far have I ſpoken of the firſt 
principles of Religion: namely, belief in. 


God, worthy. notions of his attributes, 


and ſuitable affections towards him. 
which will naturally excite a ſincere de- 
fire of obedience. But, before you can 
obey his will, you muſt know what that 
will is; you- ul enquire in what man- 
ner he has declared it, and where you 


may find thoſe laws, which muſt. be the [eb ad 


rule of your actions. 
The great laws of morality are 1 
written in our hearts, and may be diſco- 
vered by reaſon; but our reaſon is of 
ſlow growth; very unequally diſpenſed 
to different: perſons; liable to error, and 
confined within very.narrow limits in all. 
If therefore, Gon has vouchſafedeo grant. 


a particular revelation of his will—if he 


has been ſo unſpeakably gracious, as to 
ſend. his Son into the world to. reclaim 
mankind from error and wickedneſs— 
to die for our ſins and to teach us the 
way to eternal life; — ſurely it becomes 
us to receive his precepts with the deep- 


ell. reverence; to love and prize them 
ee; above 


14 On the Firft Principles of Religion. 
above all things; and to ſtudy them con- 
ftantly, with an earneſt deſire to conform 


our thoughts, our words, and actions to 


them. 
As you advance in years and under- 


ſtanding, I hope you will be able to exa- 
mine for yourſelf the evidences of the 
Chriſtian religion, and be convinced, on 
rational grounds, of its divine authority. 


At preſent, ſuch enquiries would de- 


mand more ſtudy, and greater- powers 
of reaſoning, than your age admits of. 
It is your part therefore, till you are ca- 
pable of underftanding the proofs, to be- 
lieve your parents and teachers, that the 
holy Scriptures are writings inſpired by 
Gop, containing a true hiſtory of facts, 
in which we are deeply concerned a 
true recital of the laws given by Gop to 


Moſes; and of the precepts of our blef. \ 


fed Lord and Saviour, delivered from his 


own mouth to his diſciples, and repeated 


and enlarged upon in the edifying epiſtles 
of his Apoſtles — who were men choſen: 
from among thoſe who had the advan- 
tage of converſing with our Lord, to bear 

witneſs. 


6 


r 
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and majeſtic ſimplicity with wich they 


witneſs of his miracles and refurreQtion— 
and who, after his Aſcenſion, were aß 


fiſted and inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, — 


This facred volume muſt be the rule of 
your life. In it you will find all truths, 
neceffary to be believed; ' and plain nd 
eaſy directions, for the practiee of every 
duty: Your Bible then muſt be your 
chief ſtudy and delight: but as it con- 

tains many various kinds of writi | 
fome parts obſcure and difficult of inter- 


pretation, others plain and intelligible to 


the meaneſt capacity I would princi- 
pally recommend to your frequent peruſal 
fuch parts of the holy writings as 
are moſt adapted to your underſtanding, 
and moſt neceſſary for your inſtruQion. 
Our Saviour's precepts were fpoken to 
the common people amongft the Jews, 
and were therefore given in a manner 
caſy to be upderfſtood, and equally ftrik- 
ing ard (inſtructive to the learned and 
unlearned ; for the moſt ignorant may 

orprehend them, whilſt the wiſeſt mnft 
15 armed and awed, by the beautifuł 


are 


76 On ibe Firſt Principles of Religion: 
are expreſſed. — Of the ſame kind are. 
the 'Ten Commandments, ſpoken by. 


0 God to Moſes; which, as they were de- 


ſigned for univerſal laws, are worded in 
the moſt conciſe and ſimple manner, yet, 
with a majeſty which commands our ut- 
moſt reverence.. 

I think you will. receive. great plea- 


ſure, as well. as improvement, from the 


biſtorical books of the Old Teſtament 


provided you read them as an hiſtory, 


in a regular courſe, and keep the thread 
of it in your mind, as you go on. — I 
know of none, true or fictitious, that is 


equally wonderful, intereſting, and af. 


fecting; or that is told in ſo ſhort and 
ſimple. a manner as this, which is, of, all 
hiſtories, the moſt. authentic. 

In my next letter, I will give you ſome, 


brief directions, concerning the. method [+ 


and courſe I wiſh you to purſue, 11 in rea- 
ding the holy Scriptures —May y 
enabled to. make the beſt, uſe a this. 


moſt. precious gift of God—this ſacred 


treaſury. of knowledge May you read 
on Bible, e a.taſk, nor as the quill 
em- 
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employment of that day only, in which 
you are forbidden more lively entertain- 
ments — but, with a fincere and ardent 
deſire of inſtruction; with that love and 
delight in God's word, which the holy 
Pſalmiſt ſo pathetically felt and deſcribed, 
and which is the natural conſequence of 
loving Gop and virtue Though I ſpeak 


this of the Bible in general, I would not 


be underſtood to mean, that every part of 
the volume is equally intereſting. I have 
already ſaid, that it conſiſts of various 
matter, and various kinds of books, 
W which muſt be read with different views 
and ſentiments. The having ſome ge- 
WF neral notion of what you are to expect 
from each book may poſſibly help you 
IF to underſtand them, and heighten your 
8 reliſh of them -l ſhall treat you as if you 
W were perfectly new to the whole; for ſo 
I wiſh you to conſider yourſelf; becauſe 
W the time and. manner in which children, 
uſually read the Bible, are very ill cal- 
W culated to make them really acquainted' 
with it; and too many people who have- 


read it. thus, without underſtanding it in. 
their 
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their youth, ſatisfy themſelves that they 
know enough of it, and never after- 


wards. ſtudy it with attention, when ey 
come to a maturer age. 


Adieu, my beloved Niece! if he feel.. 4 


ings of your heart, whilſt you read my 


letters, correſpond with thoſe of mine, 
whilſt F write them, I ſhalt not be with- 
ont the advantage of your partial affec- i . 


tion, to give weight to my advice; for 


my 
F tell you, with how warm and earneſt 
prayers. for your happineſs. here, and | 
HOT, I ſubſcribe 1 1 


r 


and moſt affectionate aunt. 


L E T. f 


1 


believe me, my dear girl, my heart and : 
eyes overflow with tenderneſs, white 1 


F 
v0 
75 
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W ing events that ever happened in the uni- 
WT verſe :—The creation of the world, and 
of man: — The deplorable fall of man, 
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NOW 1 gn my dear nisse 
ſome ſhort ſketches of the matter 
contained in- the. different books of the 


al 9 Bible—avd of the courſe in which they 


& ought to be read. 


'The forſt book, Sunna outibin the 
"moſt grand, and, to us, the moſt intereſt- 


from his firſt ſtare of excellence and bliſs; 


dd the diſtreſſed condition in which we fee 
all his deſcendants continue: The ſen- 


tence of death pronounced on Adam, and 
on all his race—with the reviving pro- 
miſe of that deliverance, which has ſince 
been wrought for us, by our bleſſed Sa- 


| viour :—The account of the early ſtate 


of the world: of the univerſal deluge : 
The -divifon of mankind-into different 
nations and languages:—The ftory of 
cf Abraham, 


2 4 H 
© 
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Abraham, the founder of the Jewiſh peo- | 
ple, whoſe unſhaken faith and obedience, 
under the fevereſt trial human nature 
could ſuſtain, obtained ſuch favour in 
the ſight of God, that he vouchſafed to 
ſtile him his friend, and promiſed to make 
of his poſterity a great nation; and that 
in his ſeed that is, in one of bis deſcen- 
dants all the kingdoms of the earth 15 
ſhould be bleſſed: this, you will eaſily ſee, 
refers to the Meſſiah, who was to be the 
| bleſſing and deliverance of all nations.— 
It is amazing that the Jews; poſſeſſing this 
prophecy, among many others, ſhould 
have been ſo blinded by prejudice, as to 
expect, from this great perſonage, only a 
temporal deliverance of their own nation 


from the ſubjection to which they were I 1 


reduced under the Romans—it is cally 
amazing, that ſome Chriſtians ſhould, 

even now, confine the bleſſed effects of 
his appearance upon earth, ta this or that 
particular ſect or profeſſion, when he is 
o clearly and emphatically deſeribed as 
the Saviour of the whole world: — The 
ftory of Abraham's proceeding to ſacri- 


— 
1 


* p 
1 


TO it 


* 


3 8 


* 111 
1 * 
4 1 . 
— = 
Fl 3 


a 


mY <0 5890 © 


_ 4 — . - 3 
—_ _ "os, PS) mW Sw „ w . * 7 ow _—_— 2» 4 Þ 
— 22 8 AO I DEED nd _ 4 


On the Studh e the boly Scriptures. 21 
fice his only ſon at the command of God, 
is affecting in the higheſt degree, and ſets 
forth a pattern of unlimited reſignation, 
that every one ought to imitate, in thoſe 
trials of obedience under temptation, or of 
acquieſcence under afflicting di ſpenſati- 
ons, which fall to their lot: of this we 
may be aſſured, that our trials will be 


* always propartioned to the powers afford- 
if bf ed us. If we have not Abraham's 
Þ ſtrength of mind, neither ſhall we be call- 


ed upon to lift the bloody knife againſt 


ſhe boſom of an only child; but, if the 
almighty arm ſnould be lifted up againſt 
him, we muſt be ready to reſign him, and 
all werhold dear, to the divine will. — 
This action of Abraham has been cenſur- 
ed by ſome, who do not attend to the diſ- 
tinction between obedience to a ſpecial 


command, aud the deteſtably cruel-facri- 
fices of the Heathens, who ſometimes vo- 


| tuntarily, and without any divine ãnjunc- 


tions, offered up their own children, un- 
der the notion of appeaſing the anger of 
their! gods. An abſolute command from 


Gs himſelf—ax | in the caſe of Abraham 
0 —entirely 
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fect right over the lives of his creatures, 
and may appoint whom he will, either 

angel or man, to be his inſtrument of de- 
ſtruction. That it was really the voice 
of God which pronounged the command, 


and not a deluſion, might be made certain 
to Abraham's mind, by means we do not 
comprehend, but which we know to be 0 
within the power of hun, who made our 
ſouls as well as bodies, and who can con- 
troul and direct every faculty of the hu- 


man mind: — and we may be aſſured, 


that if he was plea ſed ta reveal himſelf ſu 
miraculauſly, he would not leave a. poſſi. - 
bility of doubting whether it was a real or 
an imaginary revelation: thus the ſa- 
eriſice of Abraham appears to be clear of 
all ſuperſtition, and remains the nobleſt 
inſtance of religious faith and ſubmiſſion pe 


that was ever given by a mere man: m 
we cannot wonder that the bleſſings he- 


ſtowed on him for it, ſhould; — oh 4 
extended to his poſterity; —This book | 


en mee | 
(em | 15 becomes 


1 
Wh 
: 


—entirely alters che moral nature of the i 
action; ſince he, and he only, bas a per- 
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7 becomes very intereſting to us, from the 
r- touching ſcene which I have mentioned 
D and till more ſo, if we conſider him 
Jas the type of our Saviour :—it recounts 
bis marriage with Rebecca— the birth 
and hiſtory of his two ſons, Jacob, the 
IH father of the twelve tribes, and Eſau, the 
father of the Edomites or Idumeans 
e exquiſitely affecting ſtory of Joſeph 
and his brethren and of his tran(plant- 
ing the Iſraelites into Egypt, who there 
multiplied to a great nation. 

ln Exodus, you read of a ſeries of won- 
_ ders, wrought by the Almighty, to reſcue 
g che oppreſſed: Iſraelites from the cruel 
tyranny of the Egyptians— who, having 
frſt received them as gueſts, by degrees 
reduced them to a ſtate of ſlavery. By 
the moſt peculiar mercies and. exertions 
in their favour, God prepared his choſen 
people io receive, with reverent and 
obedient hearts, the ſolemn reſtitution of 
thoſe primitive laws, which probably he 
had revealed to Adam, and his immedi- 
Nate deſcendants, or which, at leaſt, he 
| aide known by the dictates of con- 


non'r's! Ry 
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ſcience, but which, time, and the dege- 
neracy-of mankind, had much obſcured. 
This important revelation was made to 
them in the wilderneſs of Sinai : there, 
aſſembled before the burning mountain, 
ſurrounded © with blackneſs, and dark- 
«neſs, and tempeſt,” they heard the 
awful voice of God pronounce the eter- 
nal law, impreſſing it on their hearts with 
circumſtances of terror — but without 
thoſe encouragements and thoſe excellent 
promiſes, which were afterwards offered 
to mankind by Jeſus Chriſt. Thus were 
the great laws of morality reſtored to the 
Jews, ahd through them tranſmitted to 
other nations; and by that means a great 
reſtraint oppoſed to the torrent of vice 
and impiety, which began to prevail over 
the world. | 
To thoſe moral precepts, which are of 
perpetual and univerſal obligation, were 
ſuperadded, by the miniſtration of Moſes, 
many peculiar inſtitutions, wiſely adapt- 
ed to different ends — either, to fix the 
memory of thoſe paſt deliverances, which 
are 3 of a future and far greater 
3 ſalvation 


IS 
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falvation—to. place inviolable "barriers 
between the Jews and the idolatrous na- 


tions, by Wm they were ſutrounded— 
or, to de tlie civil law, by which the 
community was to be governed. wy 
To conduct this ſeries of events, and 
to eſtabliſh theſe laws with his people, 


God raiſed up that great ptophet Moſes, 


whoſe ſai if and piety enabled him to un? 


dertake and execute the moſt arduous 


enter prizes, and to purſue, with unabated 
zeal, the welfare of his countrymen:— 
even in the hour of death, this generous 
ardour ſtill prevailed - his laſt moments 
were employed in fervent prayers for their 


proſperity, and, in rapturous gratitude, 


for the glimpſe vouchſafed him of a Savi- 
our, far greater than himſelf, whom God 
would one day raile-up to his people. 
Thus did Moſes, by the excellency of 
his faith, obtain a glorious pre- eminence 


among the ſaints and prophets in heaven; 


while, on earth, he will be ever revered, 
as the firſt of thoſe benefactors to man- 
kind; whoſe labours for the public good 


ve endeared their memory to all ages. 


B The 


* 
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The next bock is LRVITI CVS, which | 
contains little beſides the laws for the pe- 
euliar ritual obſervance of the Jews, and 
chere fore affords no great inſtruction to us 
now—Yowmay: pats it over entirely - 
and, for the ſame reaſon, you may omit i 
the firſt eight chapters of NUMBERs;— 
Fhe reſt of Numbers is chiefly a conti- 
auation of _ hiſtory wien * an 
nw: JI ind $1467 
b; rs Moſes 1 
eapitulation of the foregoing hiſtory, with 
zealous exhortations to the people, - faith- 
fully to worſhip: and obey that God, WhO 
had worked ſuch amazing wonders for | 
them: he promiſes them che nobleſt tem- 
poral bleſſings, if they prove obedient, 
with the moſt awful and ſtriking denun- 
ciations againſt them, if they rebel, or 
forſake the true God. —{ have before ob- 
ſerved, that the ſanctions of the Molaic 
law were temporal rewards and | puniſh- 
ments, thoſe of the New Teſtament are 
eternal—Theſe laſt, as they are ſo infi- 
nitely more forcible than the firſt; were 
e ef d gift to mankind 
of and 
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and were revealed by the Meſſiah, in 
the fulleſt and cleareſt manner. — Moſes, 
in this book, dires the method in whick 
chey were to deal with the ſeven nations, 
whom they were appointed to puniſh for 


WT their profligacy and idolatry ; and whoſe 


land they were to poſſeſs, when they had 
driven out the old inhabitants. He gives 
them excellent laws, civil as well as reli- 
gious which were ever after the ſtand- 
ing municipal laws of that people. 
This book concludes with Moſes' ſong 
and death. 

The bock of Wen contains the con- 


queſts of the Iſraelites over the ſeven na- 


tions, and their eſtabliſhment in the pro- 
miſed land. — Their treatment of theſe 


conquered nations muſt appear to you 


ver y cruel and un} uſt; if you conſider it as 
their own act, unauthorized by a poſitive 


Command: but they had the moſt abſo- 


late injunctions, not to ſpare theſe corrupt 
people — © to make no covenant with 
them, nor ſhew mercy to them, but ut- 


* terly to deſtroy then. „And the rea- 
Won is given—* left they ſhould. turn 


wood 5 - B 2 6c away 


28 On the Study of the holy Scriptures. 

« away che Iſraelites from following the 
Lord, that they might ſerve other 
| „Gods“. — The children of Ifrael are 
1 to be conſidered as inſtruments in the 
1 hard of the Lord, to puniſh thoſe, whoſe il 

I idolatry and wickedneſs had deſervedly MW 

brought deſtruction on them: this ex- 

ample, therefore, cannot be pleaded in 
behalf of cruelty, or bring any imputa- 
tion on the character of the Jews.—With 
regard to other cities, which did not be- 
long to theſe ſeven nations, they were di- 
rected to deal with them according to the 
common law of arms at that time. If the 
city ſubmitted, it became tributary, and 
the people were ſpared.—If it reliſted, | 
the men were to be ſlain, but the women 
and children ſaved 1. Yet, though the 
crime of cruelty cannot be juſtly laid to 
their charge on this occaſion, you will ob. | 
terve, in the courſe of their hiſtory, many | 
things recorded of them, very different 
from what you would expect ſrom the 


e. chap. xx. 9 
Choſen A 
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choſen people of God, if you ſuppoſed 
them ſelected on account of their own 
merit: their national character was by no 


he means amiable—and, we are repeatedly 
ole told, that they were not (Rona. for their 
ily WW ſuperior righteouſneſs—* for they were 
x- a a ſtiff-necked people, and provoked the 
in Lord with their rebellions from the day 
ta- © they left Egypt.“ —* You. have been 
ith „ rebellious againſt the Lord, ſays Moſes, . 


de- from the day that I knew you.“ — 
di- And he vehemently exhorts them, not to 
he flatter themſelves that their. ſucceſs was, 
he in any degree, owing to their own merits; 
nd —but they were appointed to be the 
d, ſcourge of other nations, whoſe crimes 
en rendered them fit objects of divine cha- 
he ſtiſement. For the ſake of righteous- 
to Abraham, their founder, and perhaps for 
b. many other wile reaſons, undiſcovered to 
ny us, they were ſelected from a world over- 
nt run with idolatry, to preſerve. upon 
he earth the pure worſhip of the one only: 


God - and to be honoured with the birth 


bs Deut. chap. ix. ver. 24. 


1 | of 


30 One Sudy of the bug Seeiptaret.. 


of the Meſſiah amongſt chem For this 
end they were precluded, by divine com- V 
ple. and defended by a great number of 1 


mand, from mixing wich any other peo- 


peculiar rites and obſervances, from fall- 


ing into the corrupt worſhip practiſed by | 


their neighbours, 


The book of Juperts—m which you i 


will find the affecting ſtories of Sampſon 
and of  Jephtha—carries on the hiſtory 


from the death of Joſhua, about two | [ 
hundred and fifty years ; but the facts 


are not told in the times in which they 


bappened; which makes ſome confuſion, | 


Land it will be neceſſary to eonſult the 


marginal dates and notes, as well as the ] 
index, in order to get any clear idea f 
the ſucceſſion of events, Win that 10 x. 


riod. 


and 


"Phe biſtory then proceeds lan 3 
through the two books of SA Mut, and 
thoſe of Kings: nothing can be more 
| intereſting and entertaining than the | 
_  Teigns of Saul, David, and Solomon — 
but after the death of Solomon when 
ten tribes revolted from his ſon Rehcboam. | 


and became a ſeparate kingdom you 
W will find ſome difficulty in underſtanding 
aiſtinctly the [hiſtories of the two king- 


of doms of Iſrael and Judah, which are 
all. blended together, and, by the likeneſs 


of the names, and other particulars, 
will be apt to confound your mind, 
without great; attention to the different 
threads thus carried on together: — 
The index bere will be of great uſe 
to you. The ſecond book of Kings con- 
cludes with the Baby loniſh captivity, 588 
years before Chriſt—till which time, the 
kingdom of Judah had deſcended unjater- 
ruptedly in the line of David. 

"ThE eil Book of Cixobicivs begins 
with. a genealogy from Adam, th rough 
all the tribes of Iſrael and Judah; and the 
remainder is the ſame hiſtory, which is 
contained in the books of Kings, with 
Heile or no variation,” till the ſepration 
of che ten tribes: From mat period, 
it proceeds with the hiſtory of the king- 
dern af Judah alone, and gives therefore 
a more regular 'and-clear acrDunt of the 
affairs of Judah than the book of Kings. 
B4 —Yow 
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—You may paſs over the Brſt bool of 


Chronicles, andi the nine firſt t of 
the ſecond: book butt by all? means, 
read. the remaining chapters, as they will 
give you more clear and diſtinct ideas ot 
the hiſtory of Judah than that you read in 


the ſecond book of Kings. The ſecond of 
Chronieies end; like the ſecond of Kings, 


nnn abng nt 
Vou rahiſt pur fe the biſtory in tie b5ok 
of Ezs A, which gives an account! of $ 
return of ſome of the Jews, on the edi. 
of Cyrus, and by te reb uilding ty 
by. AGE pe gh er bog 
Naga carricy on the h hiſtor 3, for. 
about twelve years, when he himſc 4 Was 


governor of. Jeruſalem, my. authority t to, 
rebuild the walls, Ke, 


IONIC 2 10a 1 rie 1 

wut Theory of jets prior in time, 
to that of Ezra and Nehemiah; as you. 
will ſee by ihe marginal dates; how 
ever, as it happened during the ſeventy, 
years captivity, and is a kind. of epiſode, 
it may be Hin ee S0 
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This is the laſt of the canonical books 
that is properly hiſtorical; and I would 
therefore ad viſe, that you paſs over what 
follows, till you have continued the hiſ- 
tory through the apocryphal books,  . / 

The ſtory of Jon is probably very an- 
cient, tho' it is a point on which learned 
men have differed :—It is dated, how- 2 
ever, 1 920 years before Chriſt ;—1 be- 
lieve it is uncertain by whom it was 
written: many parts of it are obſcure; 
but it is well worth ſtudying, for the ex- 
treme beauty of the poetry, and ſor the 
noble and ſublime devotion it contains. 
The ſubject of the diſpute between Job 
and his pretended friends, ſeems to be, 
whether the providence of God diſtributes 
the rewards and puniſhments of this life, 
in exact proportion to the merit or demerit 
of each individual His antagoniſts, ſup- 
poſe that it does; and therefore infer, , 
from Job's uncommon calamities, that, 
notwithſtanding his apparent righteouſ- 

neſs, he was in reality a grievous ſinner : . 

— Hwy e ae Sun, — 
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the imputation of hypocriſy, and call upon 
bim to confeſs it, and to acknowledge 
the juſtice of his puniſhment — Job afſerts 
his innocence ant virtus in the moſt pa- 
thetic' manner, yet does not preſume to 
accuſe the ſupreme Being of injuſtice.— 
Elihu attempts to arbitrate the matter, 
by alledging the impoſſibility that ſo frail 
and [ignorant a creature as man, ſhould. 
comprehend the ways of the Almighty, 
and, therefore, condemns. the unjuſt and 


eruel inference the three friends had drawn 
from the ſufferings of Job. — He alſo 


© blames Job for the pteſumption of acquit- 
ting himfelf of all iniquity, ſmee the beſt 
of men are hot pure in the Night of Gd 


DEbut all have ſomething to repent of 
and he adviſes him to make uſe 6f his 


hue At laſt, by a bold figure of 


ry; the ſupreme Being himſelff Is in- 


endes, ſpeaking? from the whirlwind; 


vdſileneipg them all , by the moſt lub. 


hme diſplay of his own power, magnifi. 
| " cence, and wiſgom, and of the corapa- 

tive ſietleneſ and ignorance of man, — 
Fi indeed is the oe CI of the 


argunient 


& 


CE WW 


ESR OSN aeg. 


: 4; 2 SY" W--4 ＋ 8. 


3% 


+ 


0 ae Study of ale bah Seriptures. 35 
argument that could be drawn, at a time 0 
when life and immortality were not yet 
brought to/light. A future retnibution is 
the ooly ſatisfactory ſolutjon of the diſfi 
| euliꝝ atifiog! e ie 0! bed 
aue in this life olg 
Next follow the — with which 
you cannot be too: converſant, —-If you: 
have any taſte, either of poetry or devo+ 
tion, they will he your delight and afford 
you continua feaſt. — The Bible traufla- 
tion is far better than that uſed in the 
Commen- prayer Bock ; and will often 
Pie desu, when the other ãs obſeure: 
AA this, as well as im all othet parts of 
the Scripture, you muſt be cart ful always: 
to conſult the margin which: gives: you 
the cotrections made ſince cke laſt tranſla- 
non, and is often pteferable to the words of: 
the text. I would wiſh you to ſelectſome 
the Pſaltus tharipleaſe youlbeſt; and 
dee them by heart or, at leaſt; make 
vopfelf miſttoſs of the ſentimtuts con- 
taind in them. Dr. Delany's Life of 
Davy will ſhew: you the occaſions! on 
whith ſeveral of themuwereicompoſed;; 
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which add tuch to their beauty and pro- 
priety and hy comparing them with the 
events of David's life, yau will greatly 
* Enharj&e your pleuſure in them. Never 
did:the ſpirit'o -true piety! breathe more 
ſtrongly than in theſe divinefongs; which; 
added do a rich-veifi of! poetry, makes 
them more captivating to my heart and 
imagination; than any thipg I ever read: 
= Yowwilbegnſider:how:-gieas diſadvan- 
tages-any-pdem muſt i ſuſtain from: being 
rendered literally into proſt, and. then 
imagine hq beautiful theſe muſt be in 
the origiaa lo May you be enabled, by 
reading thein frequently. to 3 
your on hreaſt that holy, flame which | 
iaſpired cheouter l-. To delight in the 
Lord, and in his la ws, likę the Pſalmiſt 
to tejoice in him always, and to think, 
one da in his ct,, better than a 
S chouſand But may you e ſcnpe th 
3 heart: piercing. ſorrow. of ſuch repenſags 
bi as chat of Davide: byiavoiding ſin, whel 
humbledithizanhappy king to the du 
and hic coſt himiſueh bitter anguiſ as 
it is impoſſible to read of without xing 
i $978 


ved. oY: 
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moved. Not, all the pleaſures of the 
moſt proſperous ſinner, could.counterba- - 
lance the hundredth part of thoſe ſenſa- 
tions deſcribed in chis penitential Pfalms 

-—and whieh muſt be the portion oflever 
man, ho has fallen from a religious tate 
into ſuch crimes, when once he recovers 
a. ſenſe ol religion and virtue, and is 
brought to a real hatred of ſin: however 
available ſuch repentance may be to the 
ſafety and happineſs of the ſaul aſter 


death, it is a ſtate of ſuch exquiſite ſuffers 


ing here, that one cannot be enough ſur- 
priſed at the folly of thoſe, who indulge 
in ſin, with the hope of living tou make 
their peace /w ith God by repentance. 
Happynare they who preſeryve their inno- 
cence unſullied by: any» great or wilful 
crimes; and who have only the common 
failings of humanity to repent of theſe 
axerſufficiently mortify ing to a heart ſpit 
ten with the love of virtue, and With the 
is of e e are many 


994 


bee us — 
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38 O,, de qu er the bah Scriptures; 
up and don almoſt thimmigbout the Old 
Teſtament . To bear teſtimany to hum, is 
the great and ullimate end, for which the 
© ſpirit of prophecy was beſtowedd on the 
ſacred). writers: Hut this Willé appear 
mote:plainly to you, when yowrenter:on 
the ſtudy of prophecy, »whieh «69:49 
noumuen too young to undertake. 
The PROVRR IAS, and . 
aro recipe Mapenof wiſdom w- Erom dich 
wiſh you to adopt ſua maxims as may be 
of inſinite uſe; both to your temporal and 
eternal intereſt. But detached ſentiments 
are a kind of. reading dot proper to be 
continued long at a time fewief them, 
well choſen and digeſted; weib dd yo 
more ſervice, i thay to read haffa den 
chapters together; in this reſpect, they 
ate directly oppoſite to the Hiſtorical 
| books, which, if not read in eontinuation, 
can hardly be underſtood; or WAN ane 
any purpoſe”. 50 u id vol elt 
The Bower SoromoN Is d fine pots, 
but its myſtical reference te religion | 
Res too deep for a common underftand- 


amet) TOWN be 
ery rather. 
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rather as af W en of ea 


fication. | 
Next follow he beteten which. 


though: highly deſerving; the greateſt ata 


tention and ſtudy, L think you had betten 


omit for ſome years Hand then read them 
with a good expoſition; as they are much 
too difficult for you to underſtand, with 
out aſſiſtance. Dr. Newton on the Ero- 
phecies will aſſiſt you much, whenever 
you undertake this ftudy—-which, you 
ſhould by all means do, when your 


underſtanding is ripe enough; becauſe 


one of the main proofs. of our: religion 
reſts on the teſtimony of the Prophecies; 
and they are very frequently quoted and 
referred to, in the New Teftament :—+bes 
hides the ſublimity of the language and 


ſentiments—through all the diſadvantages. 


of antiquity and tranflation—muft, in 


ws re ſtrike every perſon o 


taſte; and the excellent moral and reli- 
gious precepts found in them, mu be 


uſefal to all. 


Thougb I have ſpoken of che books, 
meiden wk they ſtand; repeat tar they 


no 5 are 


2 
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are not to be read in that order but that 
the thread of the hiſtory is to be purſued, 


from Nehemiah, to the firſt book of the 
© Maccanzrs; in the Apocrypha;; taking 


care to obſerve the Chronology regularly, 
by referring to the Index, which ſupplies 


the deficiencies of this-hiſtory, from e- 


phus's Antiquities of the: Jews, — The firſt 
carries on the ſtory till within 195 years 
of our Lord's circumoiſion. The ſecond 
bock is: the ſame narrative, written by a 
different hand, and does not bring the 
biſtory ſo. far forward as the firſt; ſo that 
it may be entirely omitted, unleſs you 
pbuave the curioſity to read ſome particulars 
of the heroie conſtancy of the Jews, under 


he tortures inflicted by iheir heathen con- 
querors, wich a few other things not men- 


tioned in the firſt bock 
VFVou muſt then connect the hiſtory 


| Hee help of, the, Index, which! Walen 
you brief heads of the changes, that hap- 
pened. in the ſtate of the Jews, from this 


time, till the birth of the Meſſiah: 


„Thee other books of the Apocrypha, 


(hugh rex admiteed e be of ſaered aus 
thortty) 


—— 
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thority) have many things well worthy of 
your attention, particularly the admirable. 
book called ;EccLES1aSTICUs, and the 
Book or Wisbom. But theſe muſt be 
omitted in the courſe of reading which I 
adviſe, till after you have gone through: 
the Goſpels and, Ads, that you may not. 
loſe the hiſtorical thread. Imuſt reſerve 
however, what I. have to ſay to you, con- 
cerning, the: Die: ts to anheher 


TS: . 7; | [ 4 
bs $1! P , F 6 D ; 1 
* 
* 
805 ben, my dear! 
1 5 wah | 0 4 
. : . 1110 4 4 / 0 
4 * 1 * 
- 14 : 4 # © 
{3 * - 12 . * ' * , % 
2 4 
) OT TREE 7 3 
"#1 1 
* 142271 ! FR 
1 4811 PR * * j 
= 
EY 1 ' ITT : . Me l 11 : 
** — 8 - + Y 
$ 2 1 ö f a , , 
ür I 
! [ '* 7 
L E T- 


2 LS * 


145 
* 

* * 

4 


— — — = 
— ee „ w ls @coa. +. - on 
+ & Woes ALT OED 
* 
- * 


pented, 
death of our bleſſed Saviour, without re- 


. Y N a * 
r rr 
1 ww 4 * I th pas Cs A 1 - — 03 i © 
9 y « 7 * * N 
* 7 N N wy 4-4 : 
* , 
- * * * 
Co” ö ” 
- 
* , 
9 
* 
. x 


il. IG id EY + el 11334 bu. L1 | Sail thy 14 EET 
1 N ” N 1 1 4 4-44 4 —# - = 15 . 1 „ 
41 419% ; — 14 1 144 2 # 4 #3 Ac 100 3 tt Fa > 7% N 
3 brig 301 418443341 55118 a0 


"IM | Bu 2 E R 4 180 


ifo, ui W $4085 n i P: tho 
in 4 2 Meg 57 4 1 Ir [? f f 4 1 7 
MY DEAREST! NIECE, rr 2000 


E come no to that pat bf . 
VV tote, which is Gamen important 
of all; and"which'you muſt a your 


conſtant ſtudy, not only till you are tho- 
roughly acquainted with it, but all your 


life long ; 


becauſe, how often ſoever re- 
iin ible to read the life and 


newing and increaſing in our hearts, that 


Tove, and reverence, and gratitude towards 


him, which is ſo juſtly due for all he did, 
and ſuffered for us! Every word that fell 
from his lips, is more precious than all 


the treaſures of the earth; for his“ are 
the words of eternal life!” They muſt 
therefore be laid up in your heart, and be 


conſtantly referred to, on all occaſions, as 
the rule and direction of all your actions; 


N 9 thoſe very compretentivgthe- 


ral 


= 
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ral precepts he bas graciouſly left with us, 
which can never fail to direct us aright, 
if fairly and honeſtly applied: ſuch, as 
« whatorver you would that ines ſbould dd 
“ unto you, ec un ſo do unto them,” — There 
is no occaſion, great or ſmall, on which 
you may not ſafely apply this rule, for 
the direction of your conduct; and, whilſt 
your heart honeſtly adheres to it, you can 
never be guilty of any ſort of injuſtice, or 
unk indneſs.— The two great command 
ments, which contain the ſummary of 
our duty to God and man, are no leſs ea. 
fily retained and made a ſtandardby which 
to judge our own hearts, To. hue 
the Lord our God, with all our hearts; with 


4 all aur minds, and with all our firength ; 
& ond cur-ncigbbour (or fellow creature) as 


« qur/elues.” Love worketh. no illi ta bis 
0 neighbour, therefore if yau have true 
beneyolence, you will ne vet do apy thing 
injurious to individuals, or to ſociety, 
Now, all crimes, whatever, are (in their 
remater conſequences, at leaſt, if not im- 
mediately, and appareniſy) igjurious te 


the ſociety in which we liye. - is 1 
Dle 


4 On the Study of the boly Scriptures. 
fible 7s love God, without deſiring to pleaſe 
him; and, as far as we are able, to reſem- 


ble him; therefore the love of God muſt 
lead to every virtue in the higheſt degree; 


and, we may be ſure, we do not truly 


love him, if we content ourſelves with 
avoiding flagrant. fins, and do not ſtrive, 


in good earneſt, to reach the greateſt de. 
gree of perfection we are capable of. 
Thus; do thoſe few words direct us to the 
higheſt | Chriſtian virtue. — Indeed the 


whole tenor of the goſpel is to offer us 


every help, direction, and motive, that 
can enable us to attain: that degree of 
Fe which * os ag 
13 510 tus * 

What an eien is ſet etre we in 
our bleſſed Maſter ! How is his whole life, 


from his earlieſt youth, dedicated to the 


purſuit of true wiſdom, and to the prac- 
tice of the moſt exalted virtue? When 
you ſee him, at twelve years of age,"in the 
Temple, among the doctors, hearing 
them, and aſking them queſtions, on the 


ſubject of religion - and aſtoniſhing them 


hep) with His underſtanding and anſwers 


* 


Jou 


* 
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you will ſay perhaps, —* Well might the 


Son of God, even at thoſe years, be far 
«wiſer than the aged; but can a mortal 
« child emulate ſuch heavenly; wiſdom ? 
Can ſuch a pattern be propofed to my 
«.:mitation?”— Yes, my dear; remem- 


ber that he has bequeathed you tochis hea- 


venly wiſdom, as {ar as concerns your 
good. —He has left you ſuch declarations 
of his will, and of the conſequences of 
your actions, as you are, even now, fully 
able to underſtand, if you will but attend 
to them. If then you will imitate his zeal 
for knowledge, if you will delight in gain- 
ing information and improvement; you 
may even now become “ v unto ſulva- 
gion. - Unmoved by the praiſe he ac- 
quired amongſt theſe learned men, you 
ſee him meekly return to the ſubjection of 


a child under thoſe who appeared to be 


bis patents, though he was in reality their 
Lord ou ſee: him return to hve with: 


them, to work for them, and to be the 


joy and ſolace of their lives; till the time 
came, when he was to enter on that ſcene 
of witch action, for which hjs/beavenly. 
: Father 


1 1 
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Father had ſent him, from his own right 
hand, to take upon him the form of x 
poor carpenter's ſon. What a leſſon of 
humility: is this, and of obedience to pa- 
rents! When, having received the glo- 
riaus teſtimony from heaven, of his being 
the beloved Son of the moſt High, he 
enters on his public miniſtry, - what an 
example does he give us, of the moſt ex- 
tenſive and conftant benevolence how 
are all his hours ſpent in doing good to the 
ſouls and bodies of men! — not the mean- 
eſt ſinner is below his notice: to reclaim 
and ſa ve them, he condeſcends to converſe 
familiarly with the moſt corrupt, as well 
as the moſt abject.— All his miracles are 
vrought to benefit mankind; not one to 
puniſh and afflict them. Inſtead of uſin 
the almighty power, which e 
him, to the purpoſe of exalting himſelf, 
and treading down his enemies, he makes 
no other uſe of it, but to heal and to | 
W | 
When Waren read of his faliritigx 


and death, the ignominy and reproach, 
the forrow of mind, and torment of body 
vg 
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which he fubmitted to! when you conſi- 
der that it was all for our ſakes “ that 
by his ſtripes ye are healed, — and by 
his death we are raiſed from deſtruction 
io evetlaſting life - hat can I ſay, that 
can add any thing to the ſenſations you 
muſt then feel? — No power of language 
can make the ſcene more touching, than 
it appears in the plain and ſimple narra-' 
tions of the evangeliſts ? The heart that: 
is unmoved by it, can be ſcarcely human: 
but, my dear, the emotions of tender- 
neſs and compunction, which almoſt every 
one feels in reading this account, will be 
of noi avail,-unlets applied to the true 
end; — unleſs it inſpite you with a ſincere 
and warm affection towards your bleſſed 
Lord - ith a firm reſolution to obey his 
commands: to be his faithful diſciple; 
- and ever renounce and abhor thoſe ſins, 


which brought mankind under divine 


condemmmm tion, and: ftorn which we have 
been redeemed, at ſo dear a rate. Re- 
member that the title of Chriſtian, or fol- 


lower of Chriſt, ĩmplies a more than ord i- 


nary — 45 of, holineſs and goodneſs, 
rt thy As 
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As our motives to virtue are ſtronger than 
thoſe which are afforded to the reſt of 


mankind, our guilt will n 
greater, if we depart from it. 


Our Saviour appears to baye had three 
great purpoſes,, in deſcending from his 
glory, and dwelling atnongſt men. — The 
firſt to teach them true virtue, both by his 


example and precepts.—The ſecond, to 
give them the moſt forcible motives to 


the practice of it by “ bringing life and 
„immortality to light:“ by fhewing 


them the certainty of a reſurrection and 


judgment, and the abſolute neceſſity of 


obedience to God's laws. — The third, 


to ſacrifice himſelf for us, to obtain by 


his death the remiſſion of our ſins, upon 


our repentance and reformation— and the 


power of beſtowing on his ſincere follow - 


ers the ineſtimable eee we 5 1 | 
Pinefs; N Alas 

What a 2 dem does We 
goſpel place before our eyes of the 1% 


day.? —— When you, and every one 


of us, ſhall awake from the grave, and 
behold the Son of Gop, on his glericus 


81 | tribunal 
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tribunal, attended by millions of edeſtial 
beings, of whoſe ſuperior excellence we 
can now form no adequate idea: When, 
in preſence of all mankind, of thoſe holy 
angels, and of the great Judge himſelf, - 
yu muſt give an account of your paſt 
life, and hear your final doom, from 
which there can be no appeal, and which 
muſt determine your fate to all eternity, 
— Then think—if for a moment you 
can bear the thought - what will be the 
deſolation, ſhame, and anguiſh of thoſe 
wretched ſouls, who ſhall hear thoſe 
dreadful words; — © Depart from me, ye 
* curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for 
* the devil and bis angels,” — Ohl my 
beloved child! —I cannot ſupport even 
the idea of your becoming one of thoſe 
undone, loſt creatures I truſt in Gopy's. 
mercy, that you will make a better uſe of 
that knowledge of his will, which he has 
vouchſafed you, and of thoſe amiable diſpo- 
ſitions he has given you. Let us therefore 
turn from this horrid, this inſupportable 
view, and ftrive to imagine, as far as is 
poſſible, what will be the ſenſations of 
your ſoul, if you ſhall hear our heavenly 
C judge 


* 4, abs 
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judge addreſs you in theſe tranſporting 
words—* Come, thou bleſſed of my Father, 
e inberit the kingdom prepared for you, from 
the foundation of the world. — Think, 
| what it muſt be, to become an object of 
+ theeſteemand applauſe—not only of all 
mankind aſſembled together but of all 
the hoſt of heaven, of our bleſſed Lord 
 himſelf—nay—of his and our almighty 
Father ;—to find your frail fleſh changed 
in a moment into a glorious celeſtial bo- 
dy, adorned with perfect beauty, health, 
and agility to find your ſoul cleanſed 
from all its faults and infirmities; exalt- 
ed to the pureſt and nobleſt affections 
—overflowing with divine love and rap- 
turous gratitude !—to have your under- 
ſanding enlightened and refined—your 
heart enlarged and purified—and every 
power, and diſpoſition of mind and bo- 
dy adapted to the higheſt reliſh of virtue 
and happineſs !—Thus accompliſhed, to 
be admitted into the ſociety of amiable 
and happy beings, all united in the moſt 
perfect peace and friendſhip, all breath- 
ing nothing but love to Gop, and to 
128 each 
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each other, with them to dwell in ſcenes 
more delightful than the richeſt imagina- 
tion can paint—free from every pain and 
care, and from all poſſibility of change 
or ſatiety: but above all, to enjoy the 
more immediate preſence of Gop him- 
ſelf to be able to comprehend and ad- 
mire his adorable per fections in a high 
degree, though ſtill far ſhort of their in- 
finity to be conſcious of his love and fa» 
your, and to rejoice in the light of his 
countenance !—but here all imagination 
fails: — We can form no idea of that 
bliſs, which may be communicated to 
us, by ſuch a near approach to the ſource 
of all beauty and all good: We muſt 


content ourſelves with believing that it 1s 


what mortal eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
neither hath it entered mto the heart of man 
to concerve, — The crown of all our joys 
will be to know that we are ſecure of 
poſſeſſing them for ever—without end! 
— What a tranſporting idea 
My deareſt child! can you reflect 
on all theſe things, and not feel the 
moſt earneſt longings after immortality 
C2 —Do 
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Do not all other views and deſires ſeem 
mean and trifling, when compared with 
this ?—And does not your inmoſt heart 
reſolve that this ſhall be the chief and 
conſtant object of its wiſhes and purſuit, 
through the whole courſe of your life ?— 
If you are not inſenſible to that deſire of 
happineſs, which feems woven into our 
nature, you cannot ſurely be unmoved 
by the proſpect of ſuch a tranſcendent de- 
gree of it; and that, continued to all 
eternity—perhaps continally increaſing, 

ou cannot but dread the forfeiture of 
ſuch an inheritance, as the moſt inſup- 
portable evil Remember then — re- 
member the conditions on which alone 
it can be obtained. God will not give 
to vice, to careleſſneſs, or ſloth, the prize 
he has propoſed to virtue. Vou have 
every help that can animate your endea- 
vours : —You have written laws to direct 
| you—the example of Chriſt and his diſ- 
ciples to encourage you — the moſt 
awakening motives to engage you—and, 

you have, 1 2 the comfortable pro- 

miſe 
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miſe of conſtant aſſiſtance from the Holy 
Spirit, if you diligently and ſincerely pray 
for it —-O, my dear child !—let not all 


this mercy be loſt upon you — but give 


your attention to this your only important 
concern, and accept, with profound gra- 
titude, the ineſtimable advantages that 
are thus afſectionately offered you. 
Though the four goſpels are each of 
them a narration of the life, ſayings, and 
death of Chriſt, yet, as they are not ex- 
actly alike, but ſome circumſtances and 
ſayings, recorded in one, are omitted in 
another, you muſt make yourſelf perfectly 
miſtreſs of them all. | 
Tux AcrTs of the holy apoſtles, en- 
dowed with the Holy Ghoſt, and autho- 
rized by their divine Maſter, come next 
in order to be read Nothing can be 
more intereſting and edifying, than the 
hiſtory of their actions — of the piety, 
zeal, and courage, with which they 
preached the glad tidings of ſal vation 
and of the various exertions of the won- 
derful powers conferred on them by the 
Holy Spirit, for the confirmation of their 
million, 
C 3 The 
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The character of St. Paul, and his mi- 
raculous converſion, demand your parti- 
cular attention: moſt of the apoſtles were 
men of low birth and education; but St. 
Paul was a Roman citizen; that is, he 
poſſeſſed the privileges annexed to the 
freedom of the city of Rome, which was 
conſidered as an high diſtinction in thoſe 
countries, that had been conquered by the 
Romans. He was educated amongſt the 
moſt learned ſect of the Jews, and by 
one of their principal doctors.— He was a 


man of extraordinary eloquence, as ap- 


pears not only in his writings, but in 


ſeveral ſpeeches in his own defence, pro- 
nounced before governors and courts of 


Juſtice, when called to account for the dock 
trines he taught. —He ſeems to have 


* 
1 


ſiod: this zeal, before his converſion, 
feed itſelf in the moſt unjuſtiflable acti- 
ons, by furiouſly perſecuting the innocent 


Chriſtians; but, though his actions were 
bad, we may be ſure his intentions were 


good; otherwiſe we ſhould not have ſeen 
| a mi- 


2 


been of an uncommonly warm temper, 


and zealous in whatever religion he profeſ- 
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a miracle employed to convince him of 
his miſtake, and to bring him into the 
right way. This example may aſſure us 
of the mercy of God towards miſtaken 
conſciences, and ought to inſpire us with 
the moſt enlarged charity and good-will 
towards thoſe, whoſe erroneous principles 
miſlead their conduct ;—infſtead of re- 
fentment and hatred againſt their perſons, 
we ought only to feel an active wiſh of 
aſſiſting them to find the truth, fince we 
know'-not whether, if convinced, they 
might not prove, like St. Paul, choſen 
 veſfels to promote the honour of God, and 
of true teligion. It is not my intention 
now to enter with you into any of the ar- 
gutnents for the truth of Chriſtianity, 
otherwiſe it would be impoſſible wholly 
to paſs over that which ariſes from this 
remarkable converſion, and which has 
been fo admirably illuſtrated by a noble 
writer *, whoſe tract on this ſubject is in 
every body's hands. 

Next follow the Ep is TIRES, which make 
A "oy * part of the New Teſta- 
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fe mept , and you cannot be too much em- A 
ployed in reading them.—They contain 1 
the maſt excellent precepts and admoni. 
tions, and are of particular uſe in explain- 
ing more at large ſeveral doctrines of 1 
Chriſtianity, which we could not ſo fully 1 
comprehend without them. There are x 
indeed in the Epiſtles of St. Paul many F 
paſſages hard to be underſtood: Such, in 5 
particular, are the firſt eleven chapters to tl 
the Romans: the greater part of his Epiſ- 
tles to the Corinthians and Galatians: and 2 
« ſeveral chapters of that. to the 'Hebrews. | d 
— Inſtead of perplexing» yourſelf wick 8 
bhleſe more obſcure paſſages of ſcripture, 1 
I would with you to employ your attenti- 1 
"= on chiefly on thoſe that are plain; and to - 5 
1 judge of the doctrines. taught in the other 
parts, by comparing them with what you : 
find in theſe. It is through the neglect 8 
of this rule, that many have been led to 
I draw the moſt abſurd doctrines from the . 
f holy ſcriptures. Let me particularly re- 4 
commend to your careful peruſal the 12th, . 


x3th, 14th, and 15th, chapters of the 
Epiſtle to the Romans, In the 14th chap- 
Fr, | | © 33 4.4500 Ws ter, 
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ter, St. Paul has in view the difference 
between the Jewiſh and. Gentile (or Hea- 
then) converts at that time; the former 
were diſpoſed to look with horror on the 
latter, for theit impiety in not paying the 
ſame regard to the diſtinctions of days 
and meats, that they did; and the latter, 
on the contrary, were inclined to: look 
with contempt on the former, for their. 
weakneſs and. ſuperſtition, —Excellent is 
the advice which the apoſtle gives to both: 
parties : he exhorts the Jewiſh. converts; 


not to judge, and the Gentiles not to- 


deſpiſe— remembering. that the kingdom 


of heaven is not meat and drink, but: 
righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the 


Holy Ghoſt:— Endeavour to conform: 
yourſelf to this advice; to acquire a tem- 
per of univerſal candour and benevo--, 
lence : and'learn neither to deſpiſe nor- 
condemn any perſons on account of their: 
particular modes of faith and worſhip : 
remembering always, that goodneſs 's 
confined to no party—that there are 
wiſe and worthy men among all the ſects 
-# | ofi 
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of Chriſtians — and that, to his own 


- maſter, every one muſt ſtand or fall. 
I will enter no farther into the ſeveral 


points diſcuſſed by St. Paul in his various. 


epiſtles—moſt of them too intricate for 
your underftanding at prefent, and many 
of them beyond my abilities to ſtate clear- 


Iy.—I will only again recommend to 


you, to read thoſe paſſages frequently, 


which, with ſo much fervour and energy, 


excite you to the practice of the moſt ex- 
alted piety and benevolence.—If the ef- 
fuſions of a heart, warm'd with the ten- 
dereſt affection for the whole human race 
if precept, warning, encouragement, 
example, urged by an eloquence, which, 
ſuch affection only could inſpire, are ca- 
pable of influencing your mind—you 
cannot fail to find, in ſuch parts of his 
epiſtles as are adapted to your under- 
ſtanding, the ſtrongeſt perſuaſions to eve- 
ry virtue that can adorn and im "are your 
nature. 
The Epiſtle of St. James is entirely 
practical, and exceedingly fine; you can- 


not ſtudy it too much.— It ſeems parti- 
cularly 
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cularly deſigned to guard Chriſtians 


againſt miſunderſtanding ſome things in 
St. Paul's writings, which have been fa- 
tally preverted to the encouragement of 


a a dependance on faith alone, without 


good works, But, the more rational 
commentators will tell you, that by the 


. works of the law, which the apoſtle aſſerts 


to be incapable of juſtifying us, he means, 


not the works of moral righteouſneſs, but 


the ceremonial works of the Moſaic law; 
on which the Jews laid the greateſt ſtreſs, 


_ as neceſſary to ſalvation.— But, St. James: 


tells us, that * if any man among us ſeem 
to be religious, and bridleth not his 
„tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, 
that man's religion is vain,” - And 
that, © pure religion, and undefiled be- 
fore God: and the Father, is this, to 
„ viſn the fatherleſs and widow in their 
« affliction, and to keep himſelf unſpotted 


from the world.“ Faith in Chriſt, if it 


produce not theſe effects, he declares is 
dead, or of no power. | 
The Epiſtles of St. Peter are alſo fall of 


_ beft inſtructions and admonitions, 
197 concerning 
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eoncerning the relative duties of life; 


amongſt which are ſet forth the duties of 
vomen in general, and of wives in parti- 


cular, —Some' part of his ſecond Epiſtle 
is prophetical; warning the church of 
falſe teachers, and falſe doctrines, which 
ſhould undermine morality, and diſgrace 
the cauſe of Chriſtianity, 

The firſt of St. John is written in a 
highly figurative ſtile, which makes it in 


me parts hard to be underſtood: but; 
the ſpirit of divine love which it ſo fer- 


vently expreſſes, renders it highly edify- 


ing and delightful.— That love of God 


and of man, which this beloved apoſtle 


fo pathetically recommends, is in truth. 


the eſſence of religion, as our pgs 1009 
himſelf informs us.. 
The book of ReveLariOnNs, contains 


a prophetical account of moſt of the 


great events relating to the Chriſtian 
church, which were to happen from the 
time of the writer, St. John, to the end 
ef the world. Many learned men havs 


taken a · great deal of pains to explain it; 
and they have done this in many inſtances 
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very ſucceſsfully ;— but I think it is yet 
too ſoon for you to ſtudy this part of ſerip- 
ture: fome years hence perhaps there 
may be no objection to your attempting 
it, and taking into your hands the beſt 
expoſitions to aſſiſt you in reading ſuch of 
the moſt diffiMlt parts of the New Teſ- 
tament, as you cannot now. be ſuppoſed 
to underſtand May heaven direct you 


in ſtudying, this ſacred. volume, and ren- 
der it the means of making, you wiſe unto 


ſalvation May you love and. reverence, 
as it deſerves, this bleſſed and invaluable 
book, which contains. the. beſt rule of 
life, the cleareſt declaration of the. will 


and laws of the deity, the reviving aſſur- 


ance of favour to true penitents, and the 
unſpeakably joyful tidings of eternal life 
and happineſs to all the truly virtuous, 
through: Jeſus Chriſt, the Saviour and: 
Delivere of the world. 


Adieu.. 
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Vo will have read ghe New Teſ- 
.& tament to very little purpoſe, my 
deareſt Niece, if you do not perceive the 
great end and intention of all its precepts 
to be the improvement and regulation of 


the heart: not the outward actions alone, 


but the inward affections, which give 
birth to them, are the ſubjects of thoſe 
precepts: as appears in our Saviour's 
explanation“ of the commandments de- 

| livered to Moſes; and in a thouſand other 
* paſſages of the goſpels, which it is need> 
leſs to recite. There are no virtues more 
infiſted on, as neceſſary to our future 


or uprightneſs of heart; yet, none more 

difficult and rare.— Pride and vanity— 

the vices oppoſite to humility are the 

ſources of almoſt all the worſt faults, both 

of men and women. The latter are par- 

rr ticularly 
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| happineſs, than humility, and ſincerity, 
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ticularly accuſed and not without rea- 
ſon—of vanity, the vice of little minds, 
chiefly converſant with trifling ſubjects. 
Pride and vanity have been ſuppoſed 
to differ ſo eſſentially, as hardly ever to 
be found in the ſame perſon.—“ Too 
4 proud to be vain,“ is no uncommon 

expreſſion — by which, I ſuppoſe, is. 
meant, too proud to be over anxious for 
the admiration: of others ; but this ſeems. 
to be founded on miſtake. — Pride is, I 
think, an high opinion of one's ſelf, and 
an affected contempt of others: I fay, 
affefted, for that it is nota real contempt is 
evident from this, that the loweſt object 
of it is important enough to torture the 
proud man's heart, only by refuſing him 
the homage and admiration he requires. 
— Thus Hamman could reliſh none of the 
advantages on which he valued himſelf, 
whilft that Mordecai, whom he pretended. 
to deſpiſe, fat ſtill in the king's gate, and 
would not bow to him as ke paſſed — 
But as the proud man's contempt of others 
is only aſſumed with a view to awe them 
into reverence by his pretended ſuperiori- 

t 
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ty, ſo it does not preclude an extreme 

inward anxiety about their opinions, and 
a flaviſh dependance on them for all his 
gratifications: Pride—though a diſtinct 


7Y paſſion—is ſeldom unaccompanied by 


vanity, which is an extravagant deſire of 
admiration.—lIndeed, I never ſaw an in- 
ſolent perſon, in whom a diſcerning eye 
might not diſcover a very large ſhare of 
vanity, and of envy, its uſual companion. 

—One may nevertheleſs ſee many. vain 
perſons who are not proud: though they 
deſire to be admired, they do not always 
admire themſelves ; but as timid minds 
are apt to deſpair of thoſe things they 
earneſtly wiſh for, ſo you will often ſee 
the woman who is moſt anxious to be 
thought handſome, moſt inclined to be 
diſſatisfied with her looks, and to think 
all the aſſiſtance of art too little to attain 
the end deſired —To this cauſe, I believe, 
we may generally attribute afteCtation,, 
which ſeems to imply a mean opinion of 
one's own real form, or character, while 
we ſtrive againſt nature to alter ourſelves 
wy ridiculous contorſions of body, or by 
feigned 
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feigned ſentiments and unnatural man- 
vers, — There is no art fo low, which 
this mean paſſion will not deſcend to for 
its gratification — no creature ſo infignifi- 
cant, whoſe incenſe it will not gladly re- 
ceive. Far from deſpiſing others, the 


vain man will court them with the moſt 


aſliduous adulation; in hopes, by feeding 


their yarity, to induce them to ſupply the 


craving wants of his own, He will put on 
the guiſe of benevolence, tenderneſs and 
friendſhip, where he feels not the leaſt 


degree of kindneſs, in order to prevail on 


good nature and gratitude, to like and to 
commend him; but if, in any particular 


caſe, he fancies, that airs of inſolence 


and contempt may ſucceed better, he 
makes no ſcruple to aſſume them; though 


ſo aukwardly, that he ftill appears to de- 
pend on the breath of the perſon, he 
would be thought't to deſpiſe. Weak and 


timid natures ſeldom venture to try this 
laſt method; and, when they do, it is 
without the aſſurance neceſſary to carry tt 
on with facceſs : but, a bold and confi- 


dent mind will oſteder endeavour to com- 
wand 
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mand and extort admifation than to court 
it;—As women are more fearful than 
men, perhaps this may be one reaſon why 
they are more vain than proud; whilſt 
the other ſex are oftener proud than vain. 
It is, I ſuppoſe, from ſome opinion of a 
certain greatneſs of mind accompanying 
the one vice rather than the other, that 
many will readily confeſs their pride, na 
and even be proud of their pride, whilf 
every creature is aſhamed of being con- 
victed of vanity. Tou ſce, however, that 
he end of both is the ſame, though per- 
f ſued by different means; or, if it differ, 
it is in the impartance of the ſubject.— 
Whilſt men are proud of powet, | of 
wealth, dignity, learning, or abilities, 
young women are uſually ambitious of 
thing more than to be admired for the 
perſons, their dreſs, or their moſt Of 
accompliſhments —The homage of men 
is their grand object; but, they only 
dieſire them to be in love with their per- 
ſons, careleſs how deſpicable their minds 
appear, even to theſe their pretended 
9 have known a woman ſo vain 
as. 
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as to boaſt of the moſt diſgraceful addreſ- 
ſes; being contented to be thought 
meanly of, in points the moſt intereſt- 
ing to her honour, for the ſake of having 
it known, that her perſon was attractive 
enough to make a man tranſgreſs the 
bounds of reſpect due to her character, 
which was'not a vicious one, if you except 
this intemperate vanity.— But, this paſ- 
fron too often leads to the moſt ruinous 
actions, always corrupts the heart, and, 
when indulged, renders it, perhaps, as 
diſpleafing in the ſight of the Almighty, as 
thoſe faults which find leaſt mercy from 
the world; yet alas! it is a paſſion 6 
prevailing, I had almoſt ſaid univerſal, in 
our ſex, that it requires all the efforts of 
reaſon, and all the aſſiſtance of grace, to- 
tally to ſubdue, it —Religion is indeed 
the only effectual remedy for this evil. 
If our hearts are not dedicated to God, 
they will in ſore way or other be dedicat- 


ed to the world, both in youth and age. 


If our actions are not conſtantly refer- 
red to him, if his approbation and favour 
be not our principal object, we ſhall cer- 

| ER | tainly 
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tainly take up with the applauſe of men, 
and make that the ruling motive of our 


conduct —How melancholy is it to ſee 


tis phantom ſo eagerly followed through 


life! whilſt all that is truly valuable to us is 
looked upon with indifference; or, at beſt, 
made ſubordinate to this darling perſuit! 
Equally vain and abſurd isevery ſcheme 
of life that is not ſubſervient to, and does 
not terminate in that great end of our 
being the attainment of real excellence, 


and of the favour of God, Whenever 


this becomes ſi incerely our object, then 
will pride and vanity, envy, ambition, 
covetouſneſs, and every evil paſſion, loſe 
their power over us, and we ſhall, in the 


language of ſcripture, Walk humbly 
* with our God.” --We ſhall then ceaſe 


to repine under our natural or accidental 
diſadvantages, and feel diſſatisfied only 
with our moral defects; — we ſhall. love 
and reſpect all our fellow creatures, as 
the. children of the ſame dear parent, 
and particularly thoſe, who ſeek to do his 
will: — © All our delight will be in the 
faints that are in the earth, and in fuch 
« as excel in virtue.“ We ſhall wiſh to 
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cultivate good: will, and to promote inno- 
cent enjoyment wherever we are; we 
ſhall ſtrive to pleaſe, not from vanity, 
but from benevolence.—Inſtead of con- 
templating our own fancied perfeCtivns, 
or even real ſuperiority with felf-compla- 
cence, religion will teach us to“ look 
« into ourſelves, and fear: - the beſt of 
us, God knows, have enough to fear, if 
we honeſtly ſearch into all the dark receſ- 
ſes of the heart, and bring out every 
thought and intention fairly to the light, 
to be tried by the precepts of our pure 
and holy religion. 

It is with the rules of the goſpel we 
_ compare ourſelves, and not with the 
world around us; for we know that the 
many are wicked; and that we muſt 
not be conformed to the world.” 

How neceflary it 1s, frequently thus to 
enter into ourſelves, and ſearch out our 
ſpirit, will appear, if we conſider, how 
much the human heart is prone to inſince- 
rity, and how often, from being firſt led 
by vanity into attempts to impoſe upon 
others, we come at laſt to impoſe on 
ourſelves. 


There 
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There is nothing more common than 
to ſee people fall into the moſt ridiculous 
miſtakes, with regard to their own charac- 
ters; but I can by no means allow ſuch 
miſtakes to be unavoidable, and therefore 
innocent. — They aroſe from voluntary 
inſincerity, and are continued for want 
of that ſtrict honeſty towards ourſelves 


and others, which the ſcripture calls 


“ finglene/s of beart; and which, in mo- 
dern language, is termed ſimplicity the 
moſt enchanting of all qualities, eſteemed 
and beloved in proportion to its rareneſs. 

He, who © requires truth in the inward 
parts,” will not excuſe our ſelf-deception ; 
for he has commanded us to examine 
ourſelves diligently, and has given us ſuch 
rules as can never miſlead us, if we deſire 
the truth, and are willing to ſee our faults, 
in order to correct them. But this is the 
point in which we are defective; we are 
deſirous to gain our own approbation, as 
well as that of others, at a cheaper rate 
than that of being really what we ought 


to n we take pains to perſuade our- 


ſelves 
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ſelves that weare that which we indolently 
admire and approve. 

There is nothing in which this ſelf- 
deception i 15 more notorious, than in what 
regards ſentiment and feeling. Let a 
vain young woman be told that tenderneſs 
and ſoftneſs are the peculiar charms of the 
ſex—that even their weakneſs is lovely, 
and their fears becoming and you will 
preſently obſerve her grow ſo tender as to 
be ready to weep for a fly; ſo fearful, 
that ſhe ſtarts at a feather ; and, fo weak- 
hearted, that the ſmalleſt accident quite 
overpowers her, —Her fondneſs and affec- 
tion become fulſome and ridiculous; her 
compaſſion grows contemptible weakneſs, 
and her apprehenſiveneſs, the moſt abject 
cowardice: —for, when once ſhe quits 
the direction of nature, ſhe knows not 
where to ſtop, and continually expoſes. 
herſelf by the moſt abſurd extremes. _ 

Nothing ſo effectually defeats its own 
ends, as this kind of affectation: for. 
though vor affections and tender feel-. 
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princi iple—yet nothing is truly di ſguſt- 
ing as the affectation of them, or even 
the wupeiclfen indulgence of ſuch as are 
real. oo 
" Remember, my dear, 'that our feelings 

were not given us for our ornament, but 
to ſpur us on to right actions - Compaſ- 
fon, for inſtance, was not impreſſed upon 
the human heart, only to adorn the fair 
face with tears, and to give an agreeable _ 
languor to the eyes—it was deſigned to th 
excite our utmoſt endeavours to relieve 


| >the ſufferer. —Yet, how often have I * 
. heard that ſelfiſh weakneſs, which flies 8 
A from the ſight of diſtreſs, dignified with 1 : 
Eo the name of tenderneſs !- My friend re 
A is, I hear, in the deepeſt affliftion and ny 
g * miſery ; —I have not ſeen her—for 9 
indeed I cannot bear ſuch ſcenes - they ag 

affect me too much - thoſe who have pa 

« leſs ſenſibility are fitter for this world; vo 

« but, for my part, I own, I am not 1 | 

„ able to ſupport ſuch things,—1 (hall rat 

not attempt to viſit her, till I hear feſ 

e ſhe has recovered her ſpirits. ” This dei 

bave I heard ſaid with an air of com- hi 


—_ and the poor felfiſh creature 
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has perſuaded herſelf that ſhe had finer 
ieelings than thoſe generous friends, who 
were ſitting patiently in the houſe of 


mourning — watching, in ſilence, the 
proper moment to pour in the balm of 


comfort; who ſuppreſſed their own ſen- 
ſations, and only attended to thoſe of the 
afflicted perſon and, whoſe tears flowed 
in ſecret, whilſt their eyes and voice were 
taught to enliven the ſinking heart with 
the appearance of chearfulneſs. 

That ſort of tenderneſs which makes 
us uſeleſs, may indeed be pitied and ex- 
cuſed, if owing to natural imbecility— 
but, if it pretends to lovelineſs and excel- 
lence, it becomes truly contemptible. 

The ſame degree of active courage is 
not to be expected in woman as in man— 


and, not belonging to her nature, is not 


agreeable in her: But paſſive courage— 
patience, and fortitude under ſufferings 
preſence of mind, and calm reſignation, 
in danger—are ſurely deſirable m every 
rational creature; eſpecially in one pro- 


feſling to believe in an over-ruling Provi- 


dence, in which we may at all times quiet- 


y confide, and which we may ſafely truſt 
D with 
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with every event that does not depend 
upon our own will, — Whenever you find 
yourſelf deficient in theſe virtues, let it 
be a ſubject of ſhame and humiliation— 
not of vanity and ſelf-complacence:—do 
not fancy yourſelf the more amiable for 
that which really makes you deſpicable— 
but content yourſelf with the faults and 
weakneſſes that belong to you, without 
putting on more by way of ornament, — 
With regard to tenderneſs, remember 
_that compaſſion is beſt ſhewn by an ardour 
to relieve—and affection, by aſſiduity to 
promote the good and happineſs of the 
perſons you love — that tears are unamia- 
ble, inſtead of being ornamental, when 
voluntarily indulged ; and can never be 
attractive but when they flow irreſiſtibly, 
and avoid obſervation as much as poſſible: 
The ſame may be ſaid of every other 
mark of paſſion, —It attracts our y mpa- 
thy, if involuntary and not eien for 
our notice. It offends, if we ſee that it 
is purpoſely indulged, and obtruded on 
our obſeryation, 1 | 
+ Another point, on ahjoh the 3 is 
47765 | 0 apt 


Heart and Affaclionss. 73 
apt to deceive itſelf, is generoſity: we 
cannot bear to ſuſpect ourſelves of baſe 
and ungenerous feelings, therefore we let 
them work without attending to them, or 
we endeavour to find out ſome better mo- 
tive for thoſe actions, which really flow 
from envy and malignity.— Before you 
fatter yourſelf that you are a generous 
benevolent perfon, take care to examine, 
whether” you are really glad of every ad- 
vantage and excellence, which your 
friends and companions poſſeſs, though 
they are ſych as you are yourfelf defective 
in. IE Your ſiſter or friend makes a 
greater proficieacy than yourſelf 1 in any 
accompliſhment, which y on are in pur- 
ſuit” of, Do you never im to ſtop her 
progrets, inſtead of trying, to haſten your. 
. | 

The boundaries between vir rtuous emu 
lation and vicious envy, are very nice, 
and may be eaſily miſtaken. The firſt 
will awaken your attention to your own 
defects, and excite your endeavours to 
improy e; the laſt will make you repine at 
the imptovements of others, and wiſh to 


rob them of the praiſe they have deſerved. 
D 2 — Do 
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Do you ſincerely rejoice when your 
ſiſter is enjoying pleaſure or commenda- 
tion, though you are at the ſame time in 
diſagreeable or mortify ing circumſtances? 
Do you delight to ſee her approved and 
beloved, even by thoſe who do not pay 
you equal attention? — Are you afflicted 
and humbled, when ſhe is found to be in 


fault, though you yourſelf are remarkably 


clear from the fame offence?—lf your. 
heart aſſures you of the affirmative to 
theſe queſtions, then you may think your- 
ſelf a kind fiſter, and a generous friend: 
for you muſt obſerve, my dear, that 
ſcarcely. any creature is ſo depraved, as 
not to. be capable of kind affections in 
ſome circumſtances We are all naturally 
benevolent, when no ſelfiſh intereſt inter- 
feres, and where no advantage i is to be 
given up pe can all pity diſtreſs, when 
it lies complaining at our feet, and con- 
feſſes our ſuperiority and bappier {i Itua- 
tion; but I bave ſeen the ſufferer himſelf 
become the object of envy and ill-will, as 
ſoon as his fortitude and greatneſs of mind 


have begun to attract admiration, and to 
; make 
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make the envious perſon feel the ſuperio- 
rity of virtue above fortune. 

Jo take ſincere pleaſure in the bleſſings 
d excellencies of others, is a much 
ſurer mark of benevolence than to pity 
their calamities: and you muſt always 
acknowledge yourſelf ungenerous and 
ſelfiſn, whenever you are leſs ready do 
© rejoice with them that do rejoice,” than 
to ( weep with them that weep. 


If ever your commendations of others 


are forced from you, by the fear of be- 
traying your envy, or if ever you feel a 
ſecret deſire to mention ſomething that 
may abate the admiration given them, do 
not try to conceal the baſe diſpoſition from 
yourſelf, ſince that is not the way to cure 
it. 

Human nature is ever liable to corrups- 
tion, and has in it the ſeeds of every vice, 
as well as of every virtue; and, the firſt 
will de continually ſhooting forth and 
growing up, if not carefully watched and 
rooted out ag faſt as they appear.— lt is. 
tile buſineſs of religion to purify and exalt 
us, I n e and infir- 
R 
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mity, to that which 18 neceſſary and eſſen- 
tial to happineſs Envy would make us 
miſerable in Heaven itſelf, could it be ad- 
mitted there; for we muſt there ſee beings 
far more excellent, and conſequently more 
happy than ourſelves, and till we can re- 
joice in ſeeing virtue rewarded in propor- 
tion to its degree, we can never hope to 
be among the number of the blefled, 
Watch then, my dear child, and ob- 
ſerve every evil propenſity of your heart, 
that you may in time correct it, with the 
aſſiſtance of that grace, which alone can 
eonquer the evils of our nature, and which 
you uſt ONE: and e. im- 
Fan 
I muſt add, thet. even „ vices which 
you would moſt bluſh to own, and which 


moſt effectually defile and vilify the fe- 


male heart, may by degrees be introduced 


into yours to the ruin of that virtue, 
vithout which, miſery and ſhame muſt be 
your portion unleſs the avenues of the 
heart are guarded by a ſincere abhorrence 
of every thing that approaches towards 


| ori er Fen you be of the number of 
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thoſe bleſſed, © who are pure in heart, - 
—you muſt Wa and avoid every thing, 
don in books and in converſation, that 
conveys any impure ideas, however neatly 
cloathed in decent language, or recom- 
mended to your taſte by pretended refine- 


ments, and tender ſentiments— by ele- 
gance of ſtile, or force of wit or genius. 
I I muſt not now begin to give you my 
thoughts on the regulation of the affec- 


tions, as that is a ſubject of too much 
confequence to be ſoon diſmiſſed— I ſhalt 
dedicate to it my next letter ; in the mean 


time, believe me, 


Tour ever affectionate. 


Da L E T. 


* 


LS TT ER m. 


H E attachments of the heart, on fr 

1 vhich almoſt all the happineſs or mi- 2 
ſery of life depends, are moſt intereſting th 
objects of our confideration.—I ſhall give h 
my dear niece the obſervations which ex- v. 
perience has enabled me to draw from n. 
9 

˖ 
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real life and human nature, and not from 
what others have ſaid or written, however 
great their authority, 

Fhe firſt attachment of young hearts i is 
ane dh nobleſt and happieſt of af- 
fections, when real and built on a ſolid 
foundation; — but, oftener pernicious than 

uſeful to very young people, becauſe the 
connection itſelf is ill underſtood, and the 
ſubjects of it frequently ill choſen. Their 
firſt error is that of ſuppoſing equality 
of age, and exact ſimilarity of diſpoſition 
indiſpenſably requiſite in friends m_ 
as, theſe are circumſtances which 1n 
great meaſure A them for ale 
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each other in moral improvements, or 
ſupplying each others defects; they ex- 
poſe them to the ſame dangers, and in- 


eline them to encourage rather than cor- 


rect each other's failings. | 

The grand cement of this kind of 
frieddſbip-ix telling ſecrets, which they 
call confidence; and, I verily believe 
that the deſire of having ſecrets to tell, 
has often helped to draw filly” girls into 
very. unhappy adventures.—lf they have 
no lover or amour to talk of, the too fre- 


quent ſubj ect of their confidence is be- 
tray ing the ſecrets of their families; or. 


conjuring up fancied hardſhips to com- 
plain of againſt their parents or relations: 
this odious cabal, they call friendſhip; 
and fancy themſelves dignified by the pro- 
feſſion; but nothing is more different from 
the reality, as is ſeen by obſerving how 
generally thoſe early friendſhips drop off, 
as the parties advance in years and un- 
derſtanding. > 

Do not you, my dear, be too ready to to 
profeſs a friendſhip with. any of. your 
young companions, Love them, and be 


l D 5 always 
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always ready to ſerve and "oblige them, 
and to promote all their innocent gratifi- 
cations: but, be very careful how you 
enter into confidences with girls of your 
own age. Rather chooſe ſome perſon of 
xiper years and judgment, whoſe good- 
nature and worthy principles may aſſure 
you of her readineſs to do you ſervice, 
and of her candour _ a ry, e- p t0- 
| WO you, + {ft 999157 4 
I do not expect cher youth Would ey 
light to aſſociate with age or ſhould lay 
open its feelings and inclinations to ſuch: 
as have almoſt forgot what they were, or 
how to make the proper allowance for 
them but if you are fortunate enougli 
to meet with a young woman eight or ten 
years older than yourſelf,” of good ſenſe 


1 and good principles, to whom. you can 


wake yourſelf agreeable, it may be one 
bol the happieſt circumſtances of your life. 
She will be able to adviſe and] improve 


you—and, your defire of this aſfiſtance 


wilt recommend-you to her tafte, as much 
as her ſuperior abilities will recommend: 
her to you. Such a connection will afford 


IS 


buman nature 5 will be able to point 
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you more pleaſure, as well as more profit, 
than you can expect from a girl like your- 


elf, equally unprovided with knowledge, 


prudence, or any of thoſe qualifications, 
which are — ary to make ſociety de- 
lightful. 

With a friend; ſuch as I have deſcribed, 
of twenty-three or twenty-four years of 


age, you can hardly paſs an hour without 


findingyourſelf broughtforwarderin ſome 
uſeful knowledge without learning ſome- 
thing of the world, or of your own na- 
ture, ſome rule of behaviour, or ſome 
neceſſary caution in the conduct of life: 
for, even in the gayeſt converſations, ſuch 
uſeful hints may often be gathered from 
thoſe, whoſe knowledge and experience 
are much beyond our -n. Whenever 
you find yourſelf in real want of advice, 
or ſeek the relief of unburthening your 
heart, ſuch a friend will be able to judge 
of the feelings you deſcribe, or of the 
circumſtances you are in perhaps from 
her own experience —or at leaſt, from 
the knowledge ſne will have gained of 


out: 
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out your dargers, and guide you into the 
right path—or, if ſhe finds herſelf inca- 
pable, ſhe will have the prudence to direct 


you to ſome abler adviſer, —The age 1 


have mentioned will not prevent her join- 
ing in your pleaſures, nor will it make her 
a dull or grave companion ;—on the con- 
trary, ſhe will have more materials fox 


entertaining converſation, and her liveli- 


neſs will ſhew itſelf more agreeably than 
in one of your own age. Your's therefore 
_ will be the advantage in ſuch a connec» 
tion; yet, do not deſpair of being admit- 
ted into it, if you have an amiable and 
docile diſpoſition. Ingenuous youth has 
many charms for a benevolent mind 
and as nothing is more endearing, than 
the exerciſe of benevolence, the hope of 


wake ber fond of your company. 


I bave known ſome of the ſweeteſt and 
moſt delightful connections between per- 
ſons of different ages, in which the elder 
has received the higheſt gratification from 
the affection and docility of the younger, 
vbilſt the latter has gained the nobleſt ad- 
* vantages, 


being uſeful and beneficial to you will 
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vantages, from the converſation and 
counſels of her wiſer friend. —Nor has 
the attachment been without uſe as well 
pleaſure, to the elder party.— She has 
found that there is no-better way of im- 
proving one's own attainments than by 
imparting them to another; and the 
deſire of doing this in the moft acceptable 
way, has added a ſweetneſs and gentleneſs 
to her manner, and taught her the arts of 
inſinuating inſtruction, and of winning 
the heart, whilſt ſhe convinces the under= 
ſtanding. 


I hope, my dear, you in your turn will 
be this uſeful and engaging friend to your 
younger companions, particularly to your 
ſiſter and brothers, who ought ever—un- 
leſs the ſhould prove unworthy— to be 
your neareſt and deareſt friends, whoſe 
intereſt and welfare you are bound to 
deſire as much as your own. If you are 
wanting here, do not fancy yourſelf qua- 
hfied for frigndſhip with others, but be 
aſſured, your heart is too narrow and 
felfiſh for ſo generous an affeCtion. 


Remember 
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Remember that the end of true friend- 


ſhip is the good of its object, and the 
cultivation of virtue, in two hearts emu- 
 lousof each other, and deſirous to perpe- 
tuate their ſociety beyond the grave,— 
Nothing can be more contrary to this end 


than that mutual intercourſe of flattery, 


which ſome call friendſhip.—A real friend 
will venture to diſpleaſe me, rather than 
indulge my faulty inclinations, and there- 
by increaſe my natural frailties ;—ſhe will 
endeavour to make me acquainted with 
myſelf, and will put me upon guarding 
the weak parts of my character. 
Friendſhip, in the higheſt ſenſe of the 
Word, can only ſubſiſt between perſons of 
| ſtrict integrity, and true generoſity.— Be- 
fore you fancy yourſelf poſſeſſed of ſuch a 


treaſure, you ſhould examine the value of 
your own heart, and fee how well it is 
qualified for fo facred a connection: and 


then, a harder taſk remains to find out 


Whether the object of your affection is 


alſo endued with the ſame virtuous diſpo- 
fition,—Youth and inexperience are ill 
able to-penetrate into characters: the leaſt 


appearance 
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appearance of good attracts their admira- 
tion, and they immediately ſuppoſe they 
bave found the object they purſued, 

It is a melancholy conſideration that 
the judgment can only be formed by ex- 


perience, which generally comes too late 
for our on uſe, and is ſeldom accepted 


for that of others. I fear it is in vain for 
me to tell you what dangerous miſtakes [ 
made in the early choice of friends—how 
incapable I then was of finding out ſuch 
as were fit for me, and how little I was 
acquainted with the true nature of friend- 
15 when! thought myſelf moſt fervently 

ngaged in it I am ſenſible all this oF 


| dard) perſuade you to chooſe by the ey 


of others, or even to ſuſpect that yoo 
own may be deceived. Vet, if you 


ſhould give any weight tomy obſervations, 
it may dot be quite uſeteſs to mention to 
you fome of the effential requiſites ing 
friend ; and to exhort you never to chooſe 
one in whom they are wanting, 


The firſt of theſe is a deep and ſincere 
regard to religion. If your friend draws 


bs Principles from the ſame ſource with 
yourſelf— 


£4 
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yourſelf—if the goſpel precepts are the 
rule of her life, as well as of yours, you 
will always know what to expect from her, 


and have one common ſtandard of right 
and wrong to refer to, by which to regu- 


late all material points of conduct. The 
woman who thinks lightly of ſacred 
things, or who is. ever heard to ſpeak of 
them with levity or indifference, cannot 
reaſonably be expected to pay a more ſe- 
rious regard to the laws of friendſhip, or 
to be uniformly punctual in the perfor- 
mance of any of the duties of fociety ;— 
take no ſuch perſon to your boſom, how- 
ever recommended by good humour, wit, 
or any other qualification; nor let gaiety 
or thoughtleſſneſs be deemed an excuſe for 
offending in this important point: a per- 


ſon, habituated to. the love and reverence 
of religion and virtue, no more wants the 


guard of ſerious conſideration to reſtrain 
5 from ſpeaking diſreſpectfully of them, 
than to prevent her ſpeaking ill of her 
deareſt friend. In the liveheſt hour of 
mirth, the innocent heart can dictate no- 
| thing d but 5 Wannen it nord imme- 
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diately take alarm at the apprehenſion of 
doing wrong, and ſtop at once in the full 
career of youthful ſprightlineſs, if re- 
minded of the neglect or tranſgreſſion of 
any duty—Watch for theſe ſymptoms of 
innocence and goodneſs, and admit no 
one to your entire affection, who would 
ever perſuade you to make light of any ſort 
of offence, or who can treat, with devity 
or contempt, any perſon or thing that 


bears a relation to religion. 


A due regard to rn is the next 
indi ſpenſible qualification.“ Have re- 
gard to thy name,” ſaith the wiſe ſon of 
Sirach, © for that will continue with thee 
above a thouſand great treaſures of 
« gold.” The young perſon who is care- 
leſs of blame, and indifferent to the 
eſteem of the wiſe and prudent part of the 
world, is not only a moſt dangerous compa- 
nion, but gives a certain proof of the want 
of rectitude in her own mind. Diſere- 


tion is the guardian of all the virtues; 


and when ſhe forſakes them, they cannot 
long reſiſt the attacks of an enemy.— 
There is a profligacy of ſpifit in defying 

| the: 
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the rules of decorum, and deſpiſing cen- 
| ſure, which ſeldom ends otherwiſe than 
in extreme corruption and utter ruin.— 
Modeſty and prudence are qualities that 
early diſplay themſelves, and are eaſily 
diſcerned ; where theſe do not appear, 
you ſhould avoid, not only friendſhip, but 
every ſtep. towards intimacy, left your 
own character ſhould ſuffer along with 
that of your companion; but, where 
they ſhine forth in any eminent degree, 
vou may ſafely cultivate an acquaintance, 
in the reaſonable hope of finding the ſolid 
Fr uits of virtue beneath ſuch ſweet and 
promiſing blofloms : ſhould you be diſap- 
Pointed, you will at leaſt have run no 
ziſque in the ſearch after them, and may 
cheriſh as a creditable a .the 


deſerve a place i in your mmoſt wats. 


The underſtanding muſt next be exa- 


mined and this is a point, which it re- 
quires fo much underſtanding to judge of 
in another, that I muſt earneſtly recom- 
mend to you, not to rely entirely upon 
your own, but to take the opinion of 2 

older 
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older friends. do not wiſh you to ſeek 
for bright and uncommon talents, though 
theſe are ſources of inexhauſtible delight 
and improvement, when found in com- 
pany with ſolid judgment and ſound prin- 
ciples. — Good ſenſe (by which I mean a 
capacity for reaſoning juſtly, and diſcern- 
ing truly) applied to the uſes of life, and 
exerciſed in diſtinguiſhing characters and 
directing conduct, is alone neceſſary to an 
intimate connection; but without this, the 
beſt intentions—though certain of reward 
hereafter—may fail of producing their 
effects in this life; nor cam they ſingly 
conſtitute the character of an uſeful and 
valuable friend. On the other hand, the 
moſt dazzling genius, or the moſt engag 
ing wit and humour, can but ill anſwer 
the purpoſes of friendſhip, without plain 
common 18 and a focal. of uſt rea- 
boning 

What can « one do with thoſe * will 
105 be anſwered with reaſon — and who, 
when you are endeavouring to convince 
or perſuade them by ſeriousargument, wilt 
Ra the blow with a witty repartee, or 
a ſtroke 


* 
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a ſtroke of poignant raillery Al know not 
whether ſuch a reply is leſs provoking than 
that of an obſtinate fool, who anſwers 
MW our ſtrongeſt reaſons with“ What you 


ſay may be very true, but this is my 


« way of thinking. A ſmall acquaint- 
tance with the world will ſhew you inſtan- 
ces of the moſt abſurd and fooliſh con- 
duct, in perſens of brilliant parts and 
entertaining faculties. —But, how trifling 
is the talent of diverting an idle hour, 


eompared with true wiſdom and prudence, 
which are perpetually wanted to direct us 


fafely and happily through life, and make 
en and valuable to other? 
Fancy, I know, will have her n in 


friendſtipy as welb as in love; you muſt 


Pleaſe, as well as ſerve me, before I can 


love you as the friend of my heatt.— But 


the faculties that pleaſe for an evening, 


may not pleaſe for life. The humourous 


man ſoon runs through his ſtock of odd 
ſtories, mimickry, and jeſt; and the wit, 
by conſtantly repeated flaſhes, confounds 
and tires one's intellect, inſtead of enli- 
n it with. agrecable ſurpriae: — but 
: good 
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good ſenſe can neither tire nor wear out; 
Sit improves by exerciſe and increaſes 
in value, the more it is known: - the 
pleaſure it gives in converſation is laſting 
and fatisfaCtory, becauſe it is accompanied 
with improvement ;—its worth is propor- 
tioned to the occaſion that calls for it, and 
riſes higher on the moſt intereſting topics; 
—the heart, as well as the underſtanding, 
finds its account in it; — and our nobleſt 
intereſts are promoted by the entertain- 
ment we receive from ſuch a companion. 

A good temper is the next qualification, 
the value of which in a friend, you will 
want no arguments to prove, when you 
are truly convinced of the neceſſity of it 
in yourſelf, which I ſhall endeavour to 
ſhew you 1n a following letter.—But, as, 
this is a quality in which you may be de- 
ceived; Without a long and intiafiite ac-. 
quaintance, you muſt not be haſty in 
forming connections, before you have had 
ſufficient opportunity for making — 
tions on this head. A young perſon, 
when pleaſed and enlivened by the pre- 
dene ne youth{ul companions, fe 
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ſhews ill temper ; which muſt be extreme 
indeed, if it is not at leaſt controllable in 
ſuch ſituations. —But, you muſt watch her 
behaviour to her own family, and'the de- 
gree of eſtirnation ſhe ſtands in with them. 
— Obſerve her manner to ſervants and in- 
feriors—to children and even to animals. 
Zee in what manner ſhe bears diſap- 
pointments, contradiction, and reſtraint; 
and what degree of vexation ſhe expreſſes 
on any accident of Jofs or trouble.—If in 
ſuch little trials ſhe ſhews a meek, reſign- 
ed, and chearful temper, ſhe will proba- 
bly preſerve it on greater occafions ; but 
if ſhe is impatient and diſcontented un- 
der theſe, how will ſhe ſupport the far 


greater evils which may await her in her 


progreſs through life ?—If you ſhould 


have an opportunity of ſeeing her in ſick - 


neſs, obſerve whether! her complaints are 
of a tmid and gentle kind foreed from 


her by pain, and reſtrained as muchas 


poſſible or whether they are expreſſions 
of a turbulent, rebellious mind, that 


merci Nb mts do the Divine Hand, —See > 


ſhe is ttactable, confiderate, Kind, 


e HI; Ji þ and 


balm to the heart of the ſufferer. 
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and grateful to thoſe about her; or whe- 
ther ſhe takes the opportunity which their 
compaſſion gives her, to tyrannize over, 

and torment them. Women are in gene- 
ral very liable to ill health, which muſt 
neceſſarily make them in ſome meaſure 
troubleſome and difagreeable to thoſe they 
live with. They ſhould therefore take 
the more pains to lighten the burden as 
much as poſlible, by patience aud good- 
humour; and be careful not to let their 
infirmities break in, on the health, free- 
dom, or enjoyments of others, more 
than is needful and juſt, —Some ladies 
ſeem to think it very improper for any 
perſon within their reach, to en joy a mo- 
ment's comfort while they are in pain; 
and make no ſcruple of ſacrificing to their 
own leaſt convenience, whenever they are 
indiſpoſed, the proper reſt, meals, or re- 
freſhments of their fervants, and even 
ſometimes of their hufbands and children, . 
But their felfiſhneſs defeats its own 
purpoſe, as it weakens that affeQtion and 
tender pity which excites the moll aſſidu- 
ous ſervices, and affords the moſt healing 
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I have already expreſſed my wiſhes that 
your choſen friend may be ſome years 


older than yourſelf ; but this is an advan- 


tage not always to be obtained —What- 
ever be her age—religion, diſcretion, good 
ſenſe, and good temper, muſt on no ac- 
count be diſpenſed with; and, till you 
can find one ſo qualified, you had better 
make no cloſer connection than that of a 
mutual intercourſe of civilities and good 
offices —But, if it 48 always your aim to 
mix with the beſt company, and to be 


worthy of ſuch ſociety, you will probably 


meet with ſome one among them deſerv- 
ing your affection, to whom you may be 
cgqually agreeable. 


When! ſpeak of the beſt company, I 


do not mean in the common acceptation 


olf the world —perſons of high rank and 
fortune — but rather the moſt worthy and 
ſenſible. t is however very important 


to a young woman to be introduced into 
Utfe, on a reſpectable footing and to 
converſe with thoſe, whoſe manners and 


© quence 
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quence in the eye of the world. — Your 


equals in rank are moſt proper for in- 


timacy, but, to be ſometimes amongſt 
your ſuperiors is every way. deſirable and 
advantageous, unleſs it ſhould inſpire you 
with pride, or with the fooliſh deſire of 
emulating their grandeur and expence. 


Above all things avoid intimacy with 
thoſe of low birth and education; nor 
think it a mark of humility to delight in 
ſuch ſociety ; for it much oftener proceeds 
from the meaneſt kind of pride, that of 
being the head of the company, and ſee- 
ing your companions ſubſervient to you. 
— The ſervile flattery and ſubmiſſion, 
which uſually recommend ſuch people, 
and make amends for their ignorance and 
want of converſation, will infallibly cor- 
rupt your heart, and make all company 
inſipid from whom you cannot expect the 


ſame homage. Your manners and facul- 


ties, inſtead of improving, muſt-be con- 
tinually lowered to ſuit you to your com- 
panions : and, believe me, you will find 


it no ea matter to raiſe them again to a 
E level 
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level with thoſe of polite and well inform. 
ed people. 


I ) ũbe greateſt kindneſs and civility to in- 
feriors is perfectly conſiſtent with proper 
*caution on this head, — Treat them al- 
ways with affability, and talk to them of 
their. own affairs, with an affectionate in- 
tereſt; but never make them familiar, 
nor admit them as aſſociates in your diver- 
ſions: — but above all, never truſt them 
with your ſecrets, which is putting your- 
ſelf entirely in their power, and ſubjecting 
yourſelf to the moſt ſhameful ſlavery.— 
The only reaſon for making choice of 
ſuch confidants muſt be the certainty that 
they will not venture to blame or contra- 
dict inclinations, which you are conſcious 
no true friend would encourage. — But 
this is a-meanneſs into which I truſt you 
are in no danger of falling, —I rather 


=. hope you will have the laudable ambition 


_ of ſpending your time chiefly with thoſe 
whoſe ſuperior talents, education, and 
politeneſs, may continually improve you, 
and whoſe ſociety will do you honour, 
However let no-advantage of this kind 

weigh 


* 
* 
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weigh againſt the want of principle. —I 
have long ago reſolved with David, that, 
as far as'lies in my power, will not 
know a wicked perſon.” —Nothing can 
compenſate for the contagion of bad ex- 
ample, and for the danger of wearing off 
by uſe, that horror and averſion from evil 
actions and ſentiments, which every in- 
nocent mind ſets out with, but which an 
indiſcriminate acquaintance in the world 
ſoon abates, and at length deſtroys. 

If you are good, end ſeek friendſhip 


only amongſt the good, I truſt you will 


be happy enough to find it. The wiſe ſon 
of Sirach pronounces that you will ;——* 


„A faithful friend,” faith he, is the 


« medicine of life; and he that feareth 
the Lord ſhall find him, Whoſo feareth 
the Lord ſhall direct his friendſhip 
* aright; for as he is, fo ſhall his neigh- 
“ bour be alſo.” -In the ſame admirable 
book, you will find directions how to 
chooſe and to pgeſerve a friend. Indeed 
there is hardly a circumſtance in life con- 
cerning which, you may not there meet 


* Ecclus. vi. „ 
E 2 with 


100 On the Regulation of the 
with the beſt advice imaginable—Cau- 
tion in making friendſhips is particularly 
recommended. „ Be in peace 
with many, nevertheleſs have but one 


* counſellor of a thouſand, — If thou 


_ * wouldft get a friend, prove him firſt, 
* and be not haſty to credit him; for 
« ſome man is a friend for his own occa- 


* fon; and will not abide in the day of 


ni trouble. And there is a friend who, be- 


ing turned to enmity and ftrife, will 


* diſcover thy reproach, ” — Again — 
“ Some friend is a companion at the 
table, and will not continue in the day 


* of thy affliction; but in thy proſpe- 
« rity he will be as thyſelf, and will be 


bold over thy ſervants: if thou be 
«i brought low, he will be againſt thee, 
and will hide himſelf from thy face.” — 


Chap. ix. 10 — “ Forſake not an old 


friend; for the new is not comparable 
* to him—A new friend is as new wine; 


« when it is old, thou ſhit drink it wy 


* pleaſure,” 
1 Ecclus, vi. 


When 
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When you have diſcreetly choſen, the 
next point is how to preſerve your friend. 
Numbers complain of the fickleneſs and 
ingratitude of thoſe on whom they be- 
ſtowed their affection ; but few examine 
whether what they complain of, is not 
owing to themſelves. — Affection is not 
like a portion of freehold land, which 


; when once ſettled upon you is a poſſeſſion 
for ever, without further trouble on your 


part,--If you grow leſs deſerving, or 
leſs attentive to pleaſe, you muſt expect 


to ſee the effects of your remiſſneſs, in the 


gradua] decline of your friend's eſteem 


and attachment. — Reſentment and re- 


proaches will not recall what you have 
loſt : but, on the contrary, will haſten 
the diſſolution of every remaining tie.— 
The beſt remedy is, to renew your care 
and afſiduity to deſerve and cultivate af- 
fection, without ſeeming to have perceiv- 
ed its abatement.— Jealouſy and diſtruſt 
are the bane of friendſhip, whoſe eſſence 
is eſteem and affiance.—But if jealouſy 
is expreſſed by unkind upbraidings, or, 
what is worſe, by cold, haughty looks and 
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inſolent contempt, it can hardly fail, if 
often repeated, to realize the misfortune, 
which at firſt perhaps was imaginary.— 
Nothing can be more an antidote to af- 
fection than ſuch behaviour, or than the 
cauſe of it, which, in reality, is nothing 
but pride; though the jealous perſon 
would fain attribute it to uncommon ten- 


derneſs and delicacy : — But tenderneſs ' 


is never ſo expreſt; it is indeed deeply 
ſenſible of unk indneſs, but it cannot be 
unkind ; —it may ſubſiſt with anger, but 
not with contempt ;—it may be weaken- 
ed, or even killed, by ingratitude ; but 
it cannot be changed into hatred Re- 
member always, that if you would be 
loved, you muſt be amiable, — Habit may 
indeed, for a time, ſupply the deficiency 


of merit: what we have long loved, we 
do not eaſily ceaſe to love; but habit will 


at length be conquered by frequent diſ. 
guſts —* * Whoſo caſteth a ſtone at the 


* birds, frayeth them away; and he that 
* upbraideth his friend, breaketh friend- 


* Fecclus. xxii, 20. 


64 ſhip. 
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* ſhip: Though thou dreweſt a ſword at 
« thy. friend, yet deſpair not, for there 


„ may be a returning to favour, —lt thou 


«© haſt opened thy mouth againſt thy 
friend, fear not, for there may be a 
4 reconciliation ; except for praiding, 
* or pride, or diſclofing of ſecrets, or a trea- 
* cherous wound, — for, for theſe things 
* every friend will depart.” 


have hitherto ſpoken of a friend in the 
ſingular number, rather in compliance 
with the notions of moſt writers, who have 
treated of friendſhip, and who generally 
ſuppoſe it can have but one object, than 
from my own ideas.—The higheſt kind 
of friendſhip is indeed confined to one; 
I mean the conjugal—which, in its per- 
fection, is ſo entire and abſolute an union, 
of intereſt, will, and affection, as no other 


connection can ſtand in competition with. 


—But, there are various degrees of 
friendſhip, which can admit of ſeveral 
objects, eſteemed, and delighted in, for 


different qualities — and whoſe ſeparate 


rights are perfectly compatible. — Per- 
haps it! is not aan to love two perſons 
E 4 exactly 
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exactly in the fame degree; yet, the dif- 
. ference may be ſo ſmall, that none of the 
parties can be certain on which fide the 
ſeale preponderates. 

Itis a narrowneſs of mind to wifh to 
confine your friend's affection ſolely to 
yourſelf, ſince you are conſcious that 
' however perfect your attachment may be, 
you cannot poſibly ſupply to her all the 
bleſſings ſhe may derive from ſeveral 
friends, who may each love her as well 


as you do, and may each contribute 


largely to her happineſs.—If ſhe depends 
on you alone for all the comforts and ad- 
vantages of friendſhip, your abſence or 
death may leave her deſolate and forlorn. 


If therefore you prefer her good to your 


own ſelfiſh gratification, you ſhould rather 


.. ſtrive to multiply her friends, and be rea- 
dy to embrace in your affections all who 
love her, and deſerve her love: this ge- 


neroſity will bring its own reward, by 
_ multiplying the ſources of your pleaſures 


and ſupports; and your firſt friend will 


love you the more for ſuch an endearing 
proof of the extent of your affection, 


wo 
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which can ſtretch to receive all who are 


dear to her. But if, on the contrary, 


every mark of eſteem ſhewn to another 
excites uneaſineſs or reſentment in you, 
the perſon you love muſt ſoon feel her 
connection with you a burden and re- 
ſtraint. She can own no obligation to 
ſo ſelfiſh an attachment; nor can her ten 
derneſs be increaſed by that which leſſens 


her eſteem.—If ſhe is really fickle and 


ungrateful, ſhe is not worth your re- 
proaches :. if not, ſhe muſt be reaſonably 
offended by ſuch injurious imputations. 

You do not want to be told, that the 


ſtricteſt fidelity is required in friendſhip: 


and though poſſibly inſtances might be 
brought, in which even the ſecret of a 


friend muſt be ſacrificed to the calls of 
juſtice and duty, yet theſe are rare and 


doubtful caſes, and we may venture to 


pronounce that © Whoſo diſcovereth 


e ſecrets, loſeth his credit, and ſhall ne- 
ver find a friend to his mind.” — 
Love thy friend, and be faithful unto 


Ecclus. xxvii. 16. 
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him: bur if thou bewrayeth his ſecrets, 
follow no more after him.— For as a 
* man that hath deſtroyed his enemy, 
* ſo haſt thou deſtroyed the love of thy 
«friend. As one that letteth a bird goout 
of his hand, ſo haſt thou let thy neigh- 
pour go. — Follow no more after him, 
for he is too far off; he is as a roe el. 
* caped out of the ſnare. — As for a 
« wound it may be bound up; and after 
revilings there may be reconcilement; 
_ © but he that bewrayeth ſecrets, is with. 

« out hope.” 7 

But in order to reconcile this inviolable 
fidelity with the duty you owe to yourſelf 
or others, you muſt carefully guard againſt 
being made the repoſitory of ſuch ſecrets 
as are not fit to be kept.—If your friend 
ſhould engage in any unlawful perſuit— 
if, for inſtance, ſhe ſhould intend to carry 
on an affair of love, unknown to her pa- 
rents —you muſt firſt uſe your utmoſt 
endeavours to diſſuade her from it ;— 
and, if ſhe perſifts — poſitively and 6 
lemnly declare againſt being a confidant 
in ſuch a caſe.— Suffer her not to ſpeak 
GARE K. ny . 
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to you on the ſubject, and warn her to for- 
bear acquainting you with any ſtep ſhe 
may propoſe to take towards a marriage 
unſanctified by parental approbation. — 
Tell her, you would think it your duty 
to apprize her parents of the danger into 
which ſhe was throwing. herſelf —How- 
ever unkindly. ſhe may take this at the 
time, ſhe will certainly eſteem and love 
you the more for it, whenever ſhe reco- 
vers a ſenſe of her duty, or experiences 
the ſad effects of ſwerving from it. 
There is another caſe, which I ſhould 
not chooſe to ſuppoſe poſſible, in addreſſ- 
ing myſelf to ſo young a perſon, was it 
not that too many inſtances of it have of 
late been expoſed to public animadver- 
ſion: I mean the caſe. of a married 
woman, who encourages or. tolerates the 
addreſſes of a lover. May no ſuch per- 
ſon be ever called a friend of yours! but 
if ever one whom, when innocent, you 
had loved, ſhould fall into fo fatal an er- 
ror, I can only ſay that, after proper re- 
monſtrances, you muſt immediately with- 


draw from. all intimacy and confidence 
| with 


0 
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with her. —Nor let the abſurd pretence 
of inndcent intentions, in ſuch circumſtances, 

prevail with you to lend your counte- 

nance, a moment, to diſgraceful conduct. 


+—Phere cannot be innocence in any de- 


gree of indulgence to unlawful paſſion. 
— The ſacred obligations of marriage are 

very ill underſtood by the wife, who 
can think herſelf innocent while ſhe par- 
leys with a lover, or with love—and who 
does not ſhut her heart and ears againſt 
the moſt diſtant approaches of either, 
—A virtuous wife though ſhe ſhould 
be ſo unhappy as not to be ſecured by 


having her ſtrongeſt affeAions fixed on, 
her huſhand—will never admit an idea 


of any other man, in the light of a lover: 
but if ſuch an idea ſhould unawares in- 


trude into her mind, fhe would inſtantly 
| Rifle it before it grew ſtrong enough to 


give her much uneaſineſs. Not to the 
moſt intimate friend hardly to her owr 


ſoul— would ſhe venture to confeſs' a 


weak neſs, ſhe would fo ſincerely abhor. 
Whenever therefore ſuch infidelity of 
heart is made a ſubject of confidence, de- 


pend upon it the corruption has ſpread far, 


and has been faultily indulg'd, Enter not 
into 


7. 


Heart and Abfections. 109 
into her counſels :--Shew her the danger 
ſne is in, and then, withdraw yourſelf 
from it, whilſt you are yet unſullied by 
contagion. 

It has been ſuppoſed a duty of friends 
ſhip to lay open every thought and every 
feeling of the heart to our friend. But I. 
have juſt mentioned a caſe, in which this 
is not only unneceſſary but wrong —A 
diſgraceful inclination, which we reſolve 
to conquer, ſhould be concealed from. 
every body; and is more eaſily ſubdued 
when denied the indulgence of talking of 
its object: and, I think, there may be 


other inſtances, in which it would be moſt 


prudent to keep our thoughts concealed 
even from our deareſt friend. Some 
things I would communicate to one 
friend, and not to another, whom per- 
haps I loved better, becauſe J might 
know that my firſt friend was not ſo well 
qualified as the other to counſel me on that 
particular ſubject: a natural bias on her 


mind, ſome prevailing opinion, or ſome 


connection with perſons concerned, might 
make her an improper confidant with re- 
gard to one particular, though qualified to 
be {o, on all other occaſions. 

| The 
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The confidence of friendſhip is indeed 


one of its ſweeteſt pleaſures and greateſt 
advantages. — The human heart often 
ſtands in need of ſome kind and faithful 
partner of its cares, in whom it may re- 


poſe all its weakneſles, and with whom it 
is ſure of finding the tendereſt ſympathy. 
Far be it from me to ſhut up the heart 


with cold diſtruſt, and rigid —_— or 
to adopt the odious maxim, that 
ar ſhould live with a friend, as if he were 


© one day to become an enemy.” But 
we muſt not wholly abandon prudence i in 
any ſort of connection; ſince when every 


guard is laid aſide, our — open- 
neſs may injure others as well as ourſelves. 


—Secrets entruſted to us muſt be ſacredly 


kept even from our neareſt friend—for 


we have no right to diſpoſe of the ſecrets 


of others. 


If there is danger in making an impro- ** 
pet choice of friends, my dear child, how. 
much more fatal would it be to miſtake 

in a ſtronger kind of attachment in that 
which leads to an irrevocable engagement | 


for life ! yet ſo much more is the under- 


1 blinded when once the fancy is 
| 1 captivated, 
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captivated, that it ſeems a deſperate un- 
dertaking, to convince a girl in love that 
ſhe has miſtaken the character of the man 
ſhe prefers. 

If the paſſions would wait for the deci- 
ſion of judgment, and if a young woman 
could have the fame opportunittes of ex- 
amining into the real character of her 
lover, as into that of a female candidate 
for her friendſhip, the ſame rules might 
direct you in the choice of both; — for, 
marriage being the higheſt ſtate of friend- 
ſhip, the qualities requiſite in a friend, 
are ſtill more important in a huſband. — 
But young wornen know ſo little of the 
world, eſpecially of the other ſex, and 
ſuch pains are uſually taken to deceive 
them, that they are every way, unqualified 
to chooſe for themſelves, upon their own 
judgment. Many a heart-ach ſhall I feel 
for you, my ſweet girl, if I live a few 
years longer Since, not only all your 
happineſs in this world, but your advance- 
ment in religion and virtue, or your apo- 
ſtacy from every good principle you have 


been taught, will probably depend on the 


Wee you fix 1 for life. Happy 
will 
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will it be for jou if you are wiſe and mo- 
deſt enough to withdraw from temptation, 


and preſerve yeur heart free and open to 
receive the juſt recommendation of your 


parents: farther than a recommendation 


I dare ſay they never will go, in an affair, 
which, though it ſhould be begun by 
them, ought nexer to be proceeded in, 
without your free concurrence. 
Whatever romantic notions you may 
1 or read of, depend upon it, thoſe 
matches are almoſt always the happieſt 
which are made on rational grounds on 
ſuitableneſs of character, degree and for- 
tune - on mutual eſteem, and the proſpect 
of a real and permanent friendſhip.— 
Far be it from me, t6 adviſe you to marry 
where you do not love a mercenary. 


marriage is a deteſtable proſtitution.— 


But, on the other hand, an union formed 
upon mere perſonal liking, without the 
requiſite foundation of eſteem, | without 
the ſanction of parental approbation,.and 
conſequently, without the bleſfing of God, 
can be productive of nothing but miſery 
and ſname. The pallion to which every 
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6 and prudence is ſa- 
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crificed, inſtead of ſupplying the loſs of 
all other advantages, will ſoon itfelf be 
changed into mutual diſtruſt— repentance 
—reproaches—and finally perhaps into ha- 
tred. The diſtreſſes it brings will be void 
of every conſolation :—you will have dif 


guſted the friends who ſhould be your ſup- 


port—debaſed yourſelf in the eyes of the 
world—and, what is much worſe, in your 


ov eyes; and even in thoſe of your huſ- 


band —above all, you will have offended 
that God, who alone can ſhield vou from 
calamity. 

From an act like this, I truſt, your 


duty and gratitude to your kind parents 
the firſt duties next to that we owe to 


God, and inſeparably connected with it 


will effectually preſerve you. But moſt 
young people think they have fulfilled 
their duty if they refrain from actually 
marrying againſt prohibition, —They ſuf- 


fer their affections, and even perhaps their 


word of honour to be engaged, without 
conſulting their parents : yet ſatisfy them- 
ſelves with reſolving not to marry without 
their conſent : not conſidering that, be- 


ſides the wretched, uſeleſs, uncomfortable 
; * ſtate: 
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ſtate they plunge tbemſelves into, when they 


contract an hopeleſs engagement, they 
likewiſe involve a parent in the miſerable 


dilemma of either giving a forced conſent. 


againſt his judgment, or of ſeeing his be- 
loved child pine away her prime of life in 
fruitleſs anxiety—leeing her accuſe himof 
tyranny, becauſe he. reſtrains her from 
certain ruin—ſeeing her affections alien- 


ated from her family— and all her thoughts 


engroſſed by one object, to the deſtruc- 
tion of her. health and: ſpirits, and of all. 


her improvements and occupations,— 


What a cruel alternative for parents whoſe 


Happineſs is bound up with that of their 
child — The time to conſult them is be- 
fore you have given a lover the leaſt 


encouragement; nor ought you to liſten 
a moment to the man, who would wiſh to 


keep his addreſſes ſecret; ſince he thereby 


4 ſhews himſelf conſcious that they 9 N | 


fit to be encouraged. 

But perhaps I have ſaid enough on this 
ſubject at preſent ; though, if ever advice 
on ſuch a topic can be of uſe, it muſt be 


before paſſion has got poſſeſſion of the 


heart, and ſilenced both reaſon and prin- 
ciple.— 
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ciple.ä— Fix therefore in your mind as 
deeply as poſſible, thoſe rules of duty and 
prudence, which now ſeem reaſonable to 
you, that they may be at hand in the hour 
of trial, and ſave you from the miſeries, in 
which ſtrong affections, unguided by diſ- 
cretion, involve ſo many of our ſex, 

If you love virtue ſincerely, you will be 
incapable of loving an openly. vicious cha- 
racter.— But, alas !—your innocent heart 
may be eaſily enſnared by an artful one 
and from this danger nothing can ſecure 
you but the experience of thoſe, to whoſe 


guidance God has entruſted you; may you 
be wiſe enough to make uſe of it! So will 


you have the faireſt chance of attaining 


g the beſt bleſſings this world can afford, 


in a faithful and virtuous union with a 
worthy man, who may direct your ſteps in 
ſafety and honour thro' this life, and par- 
take with you the rewards of virtue in 
that which is to come But if this happy 


lot ſhould be denied you, do not be afraid. 


of a ſingle life. —A worthy woman is ne- 
ver deſtitute of friends, who in a great 
meaſure ſupply. to her the want of nearer 


conneCtions,—She can never be lighted 
or. 
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or diſeſteemed, while her good temper 
and benevolence render her a bleſſing to 
her companions.—Nay, ſhe muſt be ho- 


noured by all perſons of ſenſe and virtue, 


for preferring the ſingle ſtate to an union 
unworthy of her.—The calamities of an 
unhappy marriage are ſo much greater 
than can befal a ſingle perſon, that the un- 
married woman may find abundant argu- 
ment to be contented with her condition, 
when pointed out to her by Providence. 


Whether married or ſingle, if your 


firſt care be to pleaſe God, you will un- 


doubtedly be a bleſſed creature“ For 


that which he delights in muſt be happy.” 
How earneſtly I wiſh you this happineſs, 
you can never know, unleſs you W 
_ the heart of 


Your vy affionate. 
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